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I love your Instruction!I think about it constantly. 
Your commandment makes me wiser than my 
enemies  
because it is always with me. 
I have greater insight than all my teachers  
because I contemplate your laws. 
I have more understanding than the elders  
because I guard your precepts. 
I haven’t set my feet on any evil path  
so I can make sure to keep your word.



Psalm 119:97-104

I haven’t deviated from any of your rules  
because you are the one who has taught 
me. 
Your word is so pleasing to my taste buds 
—it’s sweeter than honey in my mouth! 
I’m studying your precepts 
—that’s why I hate every false path. 





-ם הִ֣יא (ִיחתִָֽי׃  ֗/ Psa. 119:97 מהָֽ־אהַָ֥ב9ְִי ת-8תֶָ֑ 4ָל־הַ֝
98 מאֵֹ֣֭יְבַי 9ח4ְַמְֵ֣נִי מצְִ-תֶָ֑ 4ִ֖י לעְ-לםָ֣ הִיא־לִֽי׃ 

99 מ4ִָל־מְלIְJַ֥י הִ(4ְַ֑ל9ְִי 4ִ֥י עHֵ֝-תֶ֗יָ (ִ֣יחהָ לִֽֿי׃ 

UְVנִ֥ים אתRְֶ-נןָ֑ 4ִ֖י פMNOִ֣יָ נצ9Kִָָֽי׃  100 מִ

101 מ4ִָל־אֹ֣\ח 8ע֭ 4ָלִ֣אתִי \גְלָ֑י למְ֝עַ֗ןַ אZֶמְרֹ֥ XְבWָָֽ׃ 

cְZָטֶ֥יָ aא־ס9Kִָ֑י 4ִֽי־א9ַ֝הָ֗ ה-_תָֽנִי׃  102 מִ)ִ

103 מהַ־dמְִלצNְ֣ לח4ְִִ֭י אמ8ְִתֶָ֗ מXְִבZַ֥ לְפִֽי׃ 

MNOִc֥יָ אתRְֶ-נןָ֑ עַל־4ןֵ֝֗ (ָנֵ֤אתִי ׀ 4ָל־אֹ֬\ח eָֽZר׃ 104 מִ



It is divine guidance that is known inwardly as well 
as studied outwardly (see reference to “teachers,” 
v. 99). This law refers to living instruction given 
directly from God (v. 102). Thus it is born out of 
covenant relationship; it is not imposed by distant 
authority, but given to the people whom God has 
claimed in steadfast love.

Martha Moore-Keith



He said, “You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your being, and with all your 
mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: You 
must love your neighbour as you love yourself. All 
the Law and the Prophets depend on these two 
commands.”

Matt. 22:37-40



Since childhood you have known the holy 
scriptures that help you to be wise in a way that 
leads to salvation through faith that is in Christ 
Jesus. Every scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for 
correcting, and for training character, so that the 
person who belongs to God can be equipped to 
do everything that is good.

2 Tim. 3:15-17



Do our people even read the Bible? If they do, do 
they receive it as honey to the mouth, or as gall 
and wormwood? Some still think of it as magic—
God wrote it, and it is too scary to open, so leave 
it alone—a divine Pandora’s box. Some thought 
they had a science and history book and stopped 
trusting when it was not so. Some gave up on the 
book long ago, chased away by the TV bible 
beaters. Some, thank God, have learned to 
appreciate the Bible’s complexity, contradictions, 
and beauty and enjoy feasting on its words. Some 
even who do not see contradictions still come 
expectant to the feast.

Steve Miller



My teachers do not understand nearly as well as I, 
because they do not internalize what they teach. I 
internalize what I learn about you. I am wiser than 
the old ones who do not live out your will for their 
lives. I may be younger than they, but I actualize 
what I study. I listen to you and I do it. Your law 
for life frees me to live with joy. I do not have to 
worry that I miss the mark and lose your presence 
in my life.

Psalm 119:97-104, paraphrased by Steve Miller
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