
Sermon Series

—
The Third Way: 
Easter Sunday



Luke 24:1-12 
MSG



Luke 24:5b-8 [MSG]

“Why are you looking for the Living One in a 
cemetery? He is not here, but raised up. 
Remember how he told you when you were 
still back in Galilee that he had to be handed 
over to sinners, be killed on a cross, and in 
three days rise up?” Then they remembered 
Jesus’ words.





Was it all a Dream?  
A Resurrection Story 
an excerpt, by Dr. Wil Gafney



Dr. Wil Gafney

And there are others. All saying: Christ is 
risen. He is risen indeed. What if it’s true? 
What does it mean in this world that looks 
the same, where there are still crosses on 
that hill?



Luke 24:13-18
MSG



Jesus’ Third Way is about being with people 
wherever they are in their stories. It’s about 
presence. It’s about bringing compassionate 
curiosity to peoples’ uncertainty, confusion, 
doubt, fear, dashed hopes, deep loss, sadness 
and disappointment. It’s about being with 
people in the grey.



The Anger and Frustration of 
Christ in his Post-Resurrection 
Appearances
—title of no one’s sermon ever



Luke 24

Then he started at the beginning…





In!A More Christlike Word, he (Jersak) offers 
a clarifying and freeing path forward, 
whether you consider yourself a believer, a 
doubter, or a skeptic, inviting you to a better 
and more ancient way to read the Scriptures. 
He calls this path the “Emmaus Way” 
because it focuses on Jesus Christ as the final 
Word on God. It demonstrates how all 
Scripture, by design, points to Jesus, 
revealing the true nature of the Father.



Let Jesus be the primary interpreter of the 
story. Learn to see this collection of 
witnesses’ writings through a Jesus-shaped 
lens.



Having a complete grasp of who we are and 
where we are in the story is not a 
precondition for relationship. Jesus was 
willing to break bread with these 
heartbroken, puzzled, bewildered disciples 
even though they had momentarily lost the 
plot. In fact, these are the very ones Jesus 
first looked for after rising from the dead, 
even though they were among the friends 
who had previously let him down.



Dr. Wil Gafney

There is a hope that the empire cannot take 
away from us, even with the threat of death, 
even with the certainty of death.



Brian McLaren

Could our remembering him actually re-
member and resurrect him in our hearts, our 
bodies, our lives? Could his body and blood 
be reunited in us, so that we become his new 
embodiment? Is that why we saw him and 
then didn’t see him—because the place he 
most wants to be seen is in our bodies, 
among us, in us?



Resurrection has begun. We are part of 
something rare, something precious, 
something utterly revolutionary. It feels like 
an uprising. An uprising of hope, not hate. An 
uprising armed with love, not weapons. An 
uprising that shouts a joyful promise of life 
and peace, not angry threats of hostility and 
death. It’s an uprising of outstretched hands, 
not clenched fists.



Brian McLaren

It’s the “someday” we have always dreamed 
of, emerging in the present, rising up among 
us and within us. It’s so different from what 
we expected—so much better. This is what it 
means to be alive, truly alive. This is what it 
means to be en route, walking the road to a 
new and better day.



Response Song:  
The Cross Made the Change  
Justin Gray, Common Hymnal




