
Sermon: Nelson Boschman

—
(Un)Ordinary 
Time



When in the middle of difficulty, it’s easy to 
paint the whole world as difficult. When in 
pain, it’s easy to construct a worldview of 
pain. When lonely, it’s easy to subscribe to an 
alienating philosophy of existence. Then we 
spend hours and even years seeking to 
confirm the difficult existence we know. Or we 
rebound the other way, insisting on a much 
lighter, giving world, if we could only 
transcend the difficulties that surround us.



Mark Nepo

Life has taught me that neither extreme is 
helpful, though I’ve spent many good hours 
lingering in each. Instead, I think we’re asked 
to face what we’re given, no matter how 
difficult, and to accept that life is always more 
than the moment we find ourselves in. In 
every instance, there’s the truth of what we’re 
going through and the resource of a larger, 
more enduring truth that’s always present 
beyond what goes wrong. Ultimately, it’s the 
enduring truth that helps us through.



Matthew 11:28-30



Matthew 11:16-19; 25-30



Dale Bruner

But worst of all, [Jesus] seems to lack either 
the discrimination or the moral resolve to 
separate himself from Israel’s inferior 
elements— the collaborators who make 
money off Israel’s colonial occupation and 
the lowlife and secularists who demoralize 
Israel. Apparently Jesus can be seen 
enough in the company of these groups to 
make him open to criticism.



Matthew 11:25-26



Proverbs 3:34 
Isaiah 57:15 
Luke 18:14



William Goettler

Jesus is inviting a significant engagement 
and social analysis before he offers the 
frequently quoted words of comfort to those 
who are weary and carrying heavy burdens. 
If Jesus is in fact insisting that his blessing is 
known, not by the mighty and the powerful, 
but by the infants and the lowly, then this is 
a time for us too to identify with the plight 
of those who live on the fringes of our 
society and the fringes of our lives.





Jason Reynolds

What happens in our society is that we look 
at the thing, and not the thing that caused 
the thing; not all the things that caused the 
thing, right? We don’t look at the catalysts. 
We just look at the catastrophe. And so, my 
job is to better frame the catalyst, right, to 
make sure we can see what’s driving that 
train, and that behind all these things are 
human beings who have feelings and fears 
and anxieties, who are oftentimes oppressed 
and marginalized.



Matthew 11:28-30



Who is invited? 
All who are weary and burdened… 

All who are struggling 
All who are carrying too much 
All who are having a hard time of it 
All who are fatigued 
All who are overwhelmed 
All who are limping and cast down 
All for whom life has become a grind 
All for whom existence is laborious 
All for whom the juice has gone out of life 
and all that’s left is the rind



Those who aren’t invited—or rather, those 
who simply won’t hear the invitation—are 
people who experience the dynamics of 
Jesus but their lives don’t change as a result.  

May we be among those who hear.



Brian Zahnd

Easy yoke. Hard cross.  
Behold the mystery.


