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Father Emmanuel Katongole 

"The first language of the church in a deeply 
broken world is not strategy, but prayer.” 



Father Emmanuel Katongole 

"The journey of reconciliation is grounded in a 
call to see and encounter the rupture of this 
world so truthfully that we are literally slowed 
down. We are called to a space where any 
explanation or action is too easy, too fast, too 
shallow—a space where the right response can 
only be a desperate cry directed to God. We 
are called to learn the anguished cry of 
lament.” 
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James Cone

"To believe in the Gospel means creating 
solidarity with the oppressed. Jesus’ cross is 
God’s solidarity with the weak and the lost.” 



Sermon Series

—
(Un)Ordinary 
Time



Genesis 21:8-21  
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm 69:7-10, 11-18 
Matthew 10:24-39 
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Genesis 21:9-10 (The Message)

One day Sarah saw the son that Hagar the 
Egyptian had borne to Abraham, poking fun 
at her son Isaac. She told Abraham, “Get rid 
of this slave woman and her son. No child of 
this slave is going to share inheritance with 
my son Isaac!” 



Genesis 21:11 (The Message)

The matter gave great pain to Abraham—
after all, Ishmael was his son.



Genesis 21:14-16 (The Message)

Abraham got up early the next morning, got 
some food together and a canteen of water 
for Hagar, put them on her back and sent her 
away with the child. She wandered off into the 
desert of Beersheba. When the water was 
gone, she left the child under a shrub and 
went off, fifty yards or so. She said, “I can’t 
watch my son die.” As she sat, she broke into 
sobs.



Genesis 21:17-18 (The Message)

Meanwhile, God heard the boy crying. The 
angel of God called from Heaven to Hagar, 
“What’s wrong, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. God 
has heard the boy and knows the fix he’s in. 
Up now; go get the boy. Hold him tight. I’m 
going to make of him a great nation.”



Genesis 21:19 (The Message)

Just then God opened her eyes. She looked. 
She saw a well of water. She went to it and 
filled her canteen and gave the boy a long, 
cool drink.



Genesis 21:20 (The Message)

God was on the boy’s side as he grew up.



Jeremiah 20:13 (The Message)

“He saves the weak from the grip of the 
wicked.”



Father Emmanuel Katongole

“Lament is not despair. It is not whining. It is 
not a cry into a void. Lament is a cry directed to 
God. It is the cry of those who see the truth of 
the world’s deep wounds and the cost of 
seeking peace. It is the prayer of those who are 
deeply disturbed by the way things are. We are 
enjoined to learn to see and feel what the 
psalmists see and feel and to join our prayers 
with theirs. The journey of reconciliation is 
grounded in the practice of lament." 













Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“…our being Christians today will be limited 
to two things: prayer and righteous action 
among [people]. All Christian thinking, 
speaking and organizing must be born anew 
out of this prayer and action.” 



Mother Teresa

“I used to pray that God would feed the 
hungry, or do this or that, but now I pray that 
he will guide me to do whatever I’m supposed 
to do, what I can do. I used to pray for 
answers, but now I’m praying for strength. I 
used to believe that prayer changes things, 
but now I know that prayer changes us, and 
we change things.” 



Matthew 10:42 (The Message)

“This is a large work I’ve called you into, but 
don’t be overwhelmed by it. It’s best to start 
small. Give a cool cup of water to someone 
who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act 
of giving or receiving makes you a true 
apprentice. You won’t lose out on a thing.”


