
Sermon Series

—
Eastertide 
in Strange  
Times



John 14:15-21 
NIV



Mother's Day is a good time to reflect on 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. A witness par 
excellance. Just before Jesus turns water into 
wine (John 2), Mary tells the servants, "Do 
whatever he [Jesus] tells you."  

This one sentence sums up the Christian life: 
Doing whatever Jesus says. 
  
— 
Rich Villodas



When you (disciples) love me, you will be 
keeping these commands of mine. 
  
— 
John 14:15 (Bruner)



To want to believe is an authentic form of 
believing; to want to love is a legitimate 
way of beginning to love. (All disciples want 
to do what Jesus says; not many of us will 
ever honestly feel that we fully do what 
Jesus says.) 
  
— 
Dale Bruner



If we do not understand Jesus’ commands 
as gracious invitations rather than as legal 
demands, we will miss the heart of the 
entire Gospel. 
  
— 
Dale Bruner



Two special commands (aka gracious 
invitations) of Jesus to his disciples in the 
Upper Room discourse:  

1.) to let themselves be loved (John 13:8) 

2.) to love one another (John 13:34-35)



The love Jesus wants his hearers to embrace 
is not an abstract philosophical concept but 
the lived reality revealed in the life, 
relationships, and actions of a simple 
Nazarene who looks and talks like them and 
lives simply among them. He feeds the 
hungry, touches lepers, heals the sick, and 
speaks and acts toward women with care 
and regard. Love is seen in his life as service 
and compassion.



It is also seen in his fierce protests against 
those who abuse this vision of the value of 
each person and the importance of an ethic 
of mutual regard and care. Instead of power 
as domination, Jesus invites those who 
meet him to imagine power that has as its 
goal the well-being of all persons regardless 
of social status. 
  
— 
Nancy J. Ramsay



John 14:16-17 
NIV



John 14:18-20 
NIV



We consent to God’s presence, letting God 
decide what he wants us to do. God seems 
to want to find out what it is like to live 
human life in us, and each of us is the only 
person who can ever give him that joy. 
Hence our dignity is incomparable. We are 
invited to give God the chance to 
experience God in our humanity, in our 
difficulties, in our weaknesses, in our 
addictions, in our sins.



Jesus chose to be part of everyone’s life 
experience, whatever that is, and to raise 
everyone up to divine union. 
  
— 
Fr. Thomas Keating



Dad we can’t really run away from God, do 
you know why? Cuz he’s stuck inside our 
hearts. 
  
— 
Adriana Janelle Boschman



On that day you disciples will know for sure 
that I am locked into my Father; and that 
you are locked into me; and that I am 
locked into you.  
— 
John 14:20 (Bruner)




