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Acts 9:1-31 
page 765



Acts 9:1-9 
page 765



Saul & Jesus (1-9)



1 Corinthians 8:6 
page 797



Ezekiel 1:26-28 
page 575





“I am Jesus, and you are persecuting me.”



And how blessed all those in whom you live, 
    whose lives become roads you travel. 

Psalm 84:5 (MSG)



I became aware that I was holding something at bay, 
or shutting something out. Or, if you like, that I was 
wearing some stiff clothing, like corsets, or even a 
suit of armor, as if I were a lobster. I felt myself being, 
there and then, given a free choice. I could open the 
door or keep it shut; I could unbuckle the armor or 
keep it on.



Neither choice was presented as a duty; no threat or 
promise was attached to either, though I knew that to 
open the door or to take off the corset meant the 
incalculable. The choice appeared to be momentous 
but it was also strangely unemotional. I was moved 
by no desires or fears. In a sense I was not moved by 
anything.



I chose to open, to unbuckle, to loosen the rein. I say 
"I chose," yet it did not really seem possible to do the 
opposite. On the other hand, I was aware of no 
motives. You could argue that I was not a free agent, 
but I am more inclined to think that this came nearer 
to being a perfectly free act than most I have ever 
done. 

C.S. Lewis



Acts 9:10-17a 
page 765



Jesus:      Go lay hands on Saul  
Ananias:  But Lord…  
Jesus:



Acts 9:17-25 
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Saul & Ananias (10-25)



“that you may see again”  

Conversion as the recovery of sight



Participation in our ongoing conversion is like 
learning to see again.



The dark night is a profoundly good thing. It is an 
ongoing spiritual process in which we are liberated 
from attachments and compulsions and empowered 
to live and love more freely. Sometimes this letting go 
of old ways is painful, occasionally even devastating. 
But this is not why the night is called “dark”. The 
darkness of the night implies nothing sinister, only 
that the liberation takes place in hidden ways, 
beneath our knowledge and understanding. It 
happens mysteriously, in secret, and beyond our 
control. For that reason it can be disturbing or even 
scary, but in the end it always works to our benefit. 

Gerald May



Story: Oceans



What is Jesus inviting you to take a closer look at?



The Christian witness I'm hoping for in 2020 is a 
prophetic voice that critiques the divisive nature of 
the political powers and models a hospitality that's 
born out of a recognition of the divine image in all 
people. 

Luke Norsworthy



Acts 9:26-31 
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Saul & Barnabas (26-31)



• from blindness to sight 
• from death to life 
• from persecution/prejudice to advocacy 
• from a power/status motivation to joyfully 
receiving an identity 
• from pain avoidance to a willingness to suffer 
• from striving to make a name for ourselves to 
orienting our lives around another Name



Ted Loder, Let Something Essential Happen To Me



O God, 
let something essential happen to me, 
something more than interesting 
or entertaining, 
or thoughtful. 
O God, 
let something essential happen to me, 
something awesome, 
something real.



Speak to my condition, Lord, 
and change me somewhere inside where it matters, 
a change that will burn and tremble and heal 
and explode me into tears 
or laughter 
or love that throbs or screams 
or keeps a terrible, cleansing silence 
and dares the dangerous deeds. 
Let something happen in me 
which is my real self, God….



O God, 
let something essential and joyful happen in me now, 
something like the blooming of hope and faith, 
like a grateful heart, 
like a surge of awareness 
of how precious each moment is, 
that now, not next time, 
now is the occasion 
to take off my shoes 
to see every bush afire,



to leap and whirl with neighbor, 
to gulp the air as sweet wine 
until I’ve drunk enough 
to dare to speak the tender word: 
“Thank you” 
“I love you” 
“You’re beautiful” 
“Let’s live forever beginning now” 
and “I’m a fool for Christ’s sake.”


