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From/To’s



Acts 8:1-13 
8 And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution broke out against 
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and 
put them in prison. 4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they 
went. 5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When 
the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to 
what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were 
paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 9 Now for some time a 
man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. 
He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both high and low, gave him 
their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of God.” 11 They 
followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 12 But when 
they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon himself believed and 
was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and 
miracles he saw.
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What effects did persecution have? 
What sustained them?



Effects of persecution



Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 
 











• Started with 12 
• 1,000 members in 40 A.D. 
• Grew at a rate of 40% per decade 
• 33 million by 350 A.D. 
• Over half of the Roman Empire was Christian



Rodney Stark

“Christianity revitalized life in Greco-Roman cities by 
providing new norms and new kinds of social 
relationships able to cope with urgent urban problems. 
To cities filled with the homeless and impoverished, 
Christianity offered charity as well as hope. To cities 
filled with newcomers and strangers, Christianity offered 
an immediate basis for attachments. To cities filled with 
orphans and widows, Christianity provided a new and 
expanded sense of family. To cities torn by violent 
ethnic strife, Christianity offered a new basis for social 
solidarity. And to cities faced with epidemics, fires, and 
earthquakes, Christianity offered effective nursing 
services.” 



Effects of persecution 
Expedited growth & strengthening 





Clint Eastwood

“That’s the kiss-ass generation we’re in right now. 
We’re really in a [weak] generation. Everybody’s 
walking on eggshells… [Donald Trump] has said a 
lot of dumb things. So have all of them. Both sides. 
But everybody — the press and everybody’s going, 
‘Oh, well, that’s racist,’ and they’re making a big 
hoodoo out of it. Just f__’n get over it. It’s a sad 
time in history.”



Story: Coffee Shop Conversation
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λόγος



“euangelizomenoi ton logon”



“euangelizomenoi ton logon”
“preach/share the word”



John 1:1-5

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”



Encountering The Word of the Lord





Anne Lamott

“In the rabbinical tradition, there is great insight in 
the notion that when we see suffering, we remember 
that this is only the sixth day. We’re not done here. 
The good news is that God isn’t either. God is 
searching with us for a cure for cancer. God rejoiced 
at the cure for smallpox.” 


