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ACTS: 
The Gospel 
of the 
Holy Spirit





Kanye West

“I bow down to the King upon the throne. My life is 
His, I’m no longer my own.” 



Kanye West

“I am unquestionably, undoubtedly, the greatest 
human artist of all time. It’s not even a question at 
this point. It’s just a fact.” 



How are we to know if anyone’s (individual’s 
or group’s) purposes and activities are of 

human origin or of God?



Barbara Brown Taylor

“The book of Acts is the story of their adventures, 
which is why I like to think of it as the gospel of the 
Holy Spirit. In the first four books of the New 
Testament, we learn the good news of what God did 
through Jesus Christ. In the book of Acts, we learn 
the good news of what God did through the Holy 
Spirit, by performing artificial resuscitation on a 
room full of well-intentioned bumblers and turning 
them into a force that changed the history of the 
world.”  



Acts 5:17-42 
page 761-62







Acts 5:17-42 
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Gamaliel



Acts 5:38b–39

“For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, 
it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able 
to stop these men; you will only find yourselves 
fighting against God.”



Acts 5: 38b-39

38b ὅτι ἐὰν ᾖ ἐξ ἀνθρώπων ἡ βουλὴ αὕτη ἢ τὸ ἔργο
ν τοῦτο, καταλυθήσεται, 39 εἰ δὲ ἐκ θεοῦ ἐστιν, οὐ δ
υνήσεσθε καταλῦσαι αὐτούς, μήποτε καὶ θεομάχοι 
εὑρεθῆτε. ἐπείσθησαν δὲ αὐτῷ 
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ex anthrōpōn

ek Theo



I.L.G.W.



ἐκ

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/inflections.cfm?strongs=G1537&t=KJV&ot=TR&word=%E1%BC%90%CE%BA


ἐκ in Jesus’ Baptism Narrative

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/inflections.cfm?strongs=G1537&t=KJV&ot=TR&word=%E1%BC%90%CE%BA


Matthew 3:13-17 
page 676



Acts 5:38b–39

“And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’”



Acts 5:38b–39

“And a voice ἐκ heaven said, ‘This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’”



ἐκ in Acts 5

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/inflections.cfm?strongs=G1537&t=KJV&ot=TR&word=%E1%BC%90%CE%BA


Acts 5:38b–39

“For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, 
it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able 
to stop these men; you will only find yourselves 
fighting against God.”



What the ἐκ?

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/inflections.cfm?strongs=G1537&t=KJV&ot=TR&word=%E1%BC%90%CE%BA


Descriptive ≠ Prescriptive



John Stott

“We should not be too ready to credit Gamaliel 
with having uttered an invariable principle. To be 
sure, in the long run what is from God will triumph, 
and what is merely human (let alone diabolical) will 
not. Nevertheless, in the shorter run evil plans 
sometimes succeed, while good ones conceived in 
accordance with the will of God sometimes fail. So 
the Gamaliel principle is not reliable index to what 
is from God and what is not.” 



Two fizzled movements



Barbara Brown Taylor

“In the first four books of the New Testament, we 
learn the good news of what God did through Jesus 
Christ. In the book of Acts, we learn the good news 
of what God did through the Holy Spirit, by 
performing artificial resuscitation on a room full of 
well-intentioned bumblers and turning them into a 
force that changed the history of the world.”  



Jesus is Building The Church



The Rise of Christianity (Rodney Stark)
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The Rise of Christianity (Rodney Stark)

• 1,000 members in 40 AD 
• Grew 40% per decade 
• 33 million in 350 AD



Rodney Stark

“Christianity revitalized life in Greco-Roman cities by 
providing new norms and new kinds of social 
relationships able to cope with urgent urban problems. 
To cities filled with the homeless and impoverished, 
Christianity offered charity as well as hope. To cities 
filled with newcomers and strangers, Christianity 
offered an immediate basis for attachments. To cities 
filled with orphans and widows, Christianity provided a 
new and expanded sense of family. To cities torn by 
violent ethnic strife, Christianity offered a new basis for 
social solidarity. And to cities faced with epidemics, 
fires, and earthquakes, Christianity offered effective 
nursing services.”



Tertullian (AD 155-220)

“Kill us, torture us, condemn us, grind us to dust… 
The more you mow us down, the more we grow; 
the seed is the blood of Christians.” 



Jesus is Building The Church



Stephen Colbert

“The church is a flawed and human institution, for 
whom I always have hope.” 





Robert Lewis

“The true measures of a church are not ‘how many’ 
but ‘how loving,’ not ‘how relevant’ but ‘how real.’” 



Rachel Held Evans

“This is what God’s kingdom is like: a bunch of 
outcasts and oddballs gathered at a table, not 
because they are rich or worthy or good, but 
because they are hungry, because they said yes. 
And there’s always room for more.” 


