
Sermon Series

—
ACTS: 
The Gospel 
of the 
Holy Spirit



PNEUMA/PNEUMATOS: 
  

Wind 
Breath 

Spirit/spirit 
Inner Life



When Christ let go of His last breath—willingly, we 
believe, for love of us—he breathed out the Holy 
Spirit. And the early church breathed that last breath 
in, deeply. 

Barbara Brown Taylor (paraphrased)



“If you have studied earth science, then you know that our 
gorgeous blue-green planet is wrapped in a protective veil we 
call the atmosphere, which separates the air we breathe from 
the cold vacuum of outer space. Beneath this veil is all the air 
that ever was. No cosmic planet-cleaning company comes 
along every hundred years or so to suck out all the old air and 
pump in some new. The same ancient air just keeps 
recirculating, which means that every time any of us breathes 
we breathe star dust left over from the creation of the earth. 
We breathe brontosaurus breath and pterodactyl breath. We 
breathe air that has circulated through the rain forests of Kenya 
and air that has turned yellow with sulfur over Mexico City. We 
breathe the same air that Plato breathed, and Mozart and 
Michelangelo, not to mention Hitler…”

Barbara Brown Taylor



Acts 4:23-37 
page 761



If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.
John 15:20



In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.
John 16:33



DESPOTA/DESPOTES 
  

Absolute Ruler 



PSALM 2



Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.
Psalm 2:12



1. God’s Sovereignty 
2. God’s Presence in Creation 
3. God’s Presence in Scripture



That God willingly chose to enter the suffering of the 
world, to take on death, and in doing so, took our  
suffering upon His own self—not that it would disappear,  
or find a cure, but that it would find its direction. And  
that somehow, through this, we might be made whole. 



After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

Acts 4:31





If we have hesitations about claims around ‘signs and 
wonders’ today, we must make sure we haven’t 
confined both God and ourselves in the prison of 
Western, rationalistic unbelief.
John Stott



Asking for an experience of the Holy Spirit is only 
half the equation, however. The other half is 
recognizing it when it comes.

Barbara Brown Taylor



All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of their possessions was their own, 
but they shared everything they had. With great 
power the apostles continued to testify to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was 
so powerfully at work in them all that there were no 
needy persons among them.

Acts 4:32-34



Practice Resurrection.
Wendell Berry



There should be no poor among you.

Deuteronomy 15:4



The place where they were meeting was shaken, 
and all were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 4:31



Acts 16:25-26 
page 771



About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent 
earthquake that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and 
everyone’s chains came loose.
Acts 16:25-26



1. Abandon a fear of scarcity. 
2. Relinquish what’s theirs. 
3. Live freely into another allegiance, 

another kingdom, another economy.



An economy of: grace, not greed; of 
the self-emptied person, not the self-
made-man; of radically-offered care, 

not fearfully-guarded capital. 



We do not think ourselves into new 
ways of living. We live ourselves into 
new ways of thinking.

Richard Rohr



I pray for God to be near to you in ways you  
never could have expected. I pray that this will 
give birth to a great compassion in you, a love  
for our suffering world like you’ve never known.

Sarah Bessey



On Generosity 
Walter Brueggemann



On our own, we conclude: 
that there is not enough to go around 
we are going to run short 
of money 
of love… 
of grades 
of publications 
of sex 
of beer 
of members 
of years 
of life.



We should seize the day… 
seize the goods… 
seize our neighbour’s goods 
because there is not enough to go around. 
And in the midst of our perceived deficit; 
You come 

You come giving bread in the wilderness 
You come giving children at the 11th hour 
You come giving homes to the exiles 
You come giving futures to the shut-down 
You come giving Easter joy to the dead 
You come … fleshed … in Jesus 



And we watch while 
the blind receive their sight 
the lame walk 
the lepers are cleansed 
the deaf hear 
the dead are raised 
the poor dance and sing. 

We watch … and we take 
food we did not grow and 
life we did not invent and 
future that is gift and gift and gift and 
families and neighbors who sustain us 
when we do not deserve it.



It dawns on us, late rather than soon, that 
You give food in due season 
you open your hand 
and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

By your giving, 
break our cycles of imagined scarcity 
override our presumed deficits 
quiet our anxieties of lack 
transform our perceptual field to see 
the abundance…mercy upon mercy 
blessing upon blessing. 



Sink your generosity deep into our lives 
that your much-ness may expose our false lack 
that endlessly receiving, we may endlessly give, 
so that the world may be made Easter new, 
without greedy lack, but only wonder 
without coercive need, but only love 
without destructive greed, but only praise 
without aggression and evasiveness… 
all things Easter new… 
all around us, toward us and by us 
all things Easter new. 
Finish your creation… 
in wonder, love and praise. Amen.



What are you afraid you’re going to run short of?  

How might God long to make Himself present to 
you in this?


