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The Gospel 
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Holy Spirit



Acts 2:1-36 
page 758



What In The World Just Happened? (2:1-13) 

Why Did It Happen? (2:14-21) 
 
How Do We Know It Happened? (2:22-36)



What In The World Just Happened? (2:1-13)



• A PRESENCE was given for ALL followers of 
Jesus 

• A POWER was given for ALL followers of 
Jesus 

• A VOICE was given for ALL followers of Jesus



Why Did It Happen? (2:14-21)



“This was what was spoken by the prophet 
Joel. ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out 
my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, I 
will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 
will prophesy. I will show wonders in the 
heavens above and signs on the earth below, 
blood and fire and billows of smoke.



The sun will be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood before the coming of the great 
and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.’”  

Acts 2:16-21



We are also in the Last Days. 
 
We are also the prophets. 
 
We are also the witnesses of the 
magnificent acts of God. 



How Do We Know It Happened? (2:22-36)



“Without the Holy Spirit, Christian discipleship 
would be inconceivable, even impossible. There 
can be no life without the life-giver, no 
understanding without the Spirit of truth, no 
fellowship without the unity of the Spirit, no 
Christlikeness of character apart from his fruit, 
and no effective witness without his power. As a 
body without breath is a corpse, so the church 
without the Spirit is dead.” 

John Stott



“Every detail of the day of Pentecost reveals that 
the prime purpose for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit was to witness to the Lord Jesus… The 
dominating element in the Spirit’s witness would 
always be the spoken word. He would, of course, 
empower the apostles to do many signs and 
wonders from time to time, both to authenticate 
and to illustrate what was being said (2:43; 3:6–10; 
4:29–30; 5:12–16)…



But without the word to explain their significance, 
no one would know what that significance was, or 
what it was the miracles witnessed to. Without the 
word no one would come to faith in Jesus as the 
Christ, or understand either the true terms or the 
true contents of the salvation that was available 
through him. The word, then, must be 
predominant; and since that word would be spoken 
through human lips, the first necessity would be to 
authenticate the channel of communication.” 
 
David Gooding



• Disbelief 

• Distractions 

• Suspicion of Meta-Narratives 

• Kingdom without a King



“The question for me is whether we still 
believe in a God who acts like that. Do we still 
believe in a God who blows through closed 
doors and sets our heads on fire? Do we still 
believe in a God with power to transform us, 
both as individuals and as a people, or have 
we come to an unspoken agreement that our 
God is pretty old and tired by now, someone 
to whom we may address our prayer requests 
but not anyone we really expect to change 
our lives?



There is some very fine teaching available on 
the Holy Spirit;  and I hope none of you is 
satisfied with it. I hope none of you rests until 
you have felt the Holy Spirit blow through 
your own life, rearranging things, opening 
things up and maybe even setting your own 
head on fire. There is nothing you can do to 
make it happen, as far as I know, except to 
pray “Come, Holy Spirit” every chance you 
get.



If you don’t want anything to change in your 
life, then for heaven’s sake don’t pray that, but 
if you are the type of person who likes to 
stand out on the porch when there is a storm 
moving through so you can feel the power 
that is pushing the trees around, then you are 
probably a good candidate for the Holy Spirit 
prayer.” 

Barbara Brown Taylor


