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Matthew 16:1-4
page 686-687



Bryan Stone

“They failed to understand that history is itself 
a kind of text and that it is as important to 
understand the human predicament as it is to 
understand the word of God addressed to that 
predicament.”



Bryan Stone

“…what is especially needed within the 
Christian movement today is vigorous and 
sustained thinking about both the gospel and 
the world, about scripture and human 
existence, about text and context. When we 
read the Bible but are not able to read the 
world, we risk reducing the gospel to either a 
weapon or a toy.” 

















Richard Wagamese 
1955 – 2017



Richard Wagamese

“[Indian Horse] is not just a First Nation’s or 
an Aboriginal story, but it’s a human story.” 



History of Residential Schools and 
Colonization in Canada



“Civilize to save”



Duncan Campbell Scott

“I want to get rid of the Indian problem. Our 
object is to continue until there is not a single 
Indian in Canada that has not been absorbed.”  



“Kill the Indian, save the man.”  
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“cultural genocide”  



Richard Wagamese

“All of the Indian, all of the First Nations’s, all of 
the Aboriginal got scraped off through the 
inflicting of that institutional way on Aboriginal 
people… and the wounds and scrapings and the 
scars that resulted from that scraping away seeped 
and bled for generations, and caused a great many 
more psychic wounds than the original ones when 
people were apprehended. And children who were 
in those institutions found a sense of isolation and 
a sense of lostness that nobody should have to 
find their way out of.” 





Richard Wagamese

“They lost that spiritual, mental, emotional 
and physical contact with who they were 
created to be.”



Indian Horse (book)
page 55



Richard Wagamese

“My teachers tell me that the most fundamental 
human right in the universe is the right to know 
who you were created to be. And the corollary to 
that teaching is that the greatest crime in the 
universe is to deny someone the right to know 
who they were created to be.”



Richard Wagamese

“Because that’s not what it’s about. It’s about 
redemption, and it’s about reconciliation, and it’s 
about healing. It’s about that amazing human 
capacity that we all share to reclaim ourselves. To 
bring ourselves back into the form of our being, 
and to learn to pray and shout and laugh and 
dance, again.” 



Richard Wagamese

“…not just a First Nation’s or an Aboriginal 
story, but it’s a human story.” 



Journey of redemption



Cheryl Bear

“Central to the church’s unholy alliance was a 
political agenda of assimilation and extermination 
of indigenous people. This is why Native people 
continue to reject the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
church is irrelevant to many Native people because 
Christianity does not, in their mind, and usually in 
reality, fit into their Native worldview.” 



“Decolonizing Christ”



Colossians 1:26 (The Message)

“This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long 
time, but now it’s out in the open. God wanted 
everyone, not just Jews, to know this rich and 
glorious secret inside and out, regardless of their 
background, regardless of their religious 
standing.”









Cheryl Bear

“The church must be fully indigenous to First 
Nations people.” 



John 1:14 

“The word became flesh and blood and moved 
onto the reservation.”



The Great Mystery Revealed



Christ as… 
The Ancient of Days 
The Most Powerful of All Medicines 
The Bringer of Harmony 
The Marginalized One 
The Chief Mediator



“Truth and reconciliation requires the active 
participation of everyone”



Challenges / Invitations



Read the book / watch the film



Familiarize yourself with what has happened



Familiarize yourself with what has happened 

Truth & Reconciliation Commission 
www.trc.ca 

http://www.trc.ca


Participate!







www.orangeshirtday.org 

http://www.orangeshirtday.org

