
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 
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What does it mean to believe into, or trust 
in, the life everlasting? 
What do we actually mean by “the life 
everlasting”?



John 11:1-6
p. 748-9



John 11:7-12
p. 749





John 11:13-16
p. 749



There is a great deal that we don’t understand, 
and our hopes and plans often get thwarted. But if 
we go with Jesus, even if it’s into the jaws of 
death, we will be walking in the light, whereas if 
we press ahead arrogantly with our own plans and 
ambitions we are bound to trip up. 

N.T. Wright



I lean not on my own understanding  
My life is in the hands  
of the maker of heaven



John 11:17-27
p. 749



If only…











John 11:23
p. 749



John 11:24
p. 749



John 11:25-26
p. 749



Death makes [humans] precious and pathetic; 
their ghostliness is touching; any act they perform 
may be their last. 

Jorge Luis Borges 



“I believe life simply goes on and on for an 
indefinite length of time.” [?]



Eternal life



For John, “eternal life” is about quality, not 
quantity. It is a quality of life that believers 
experience when they attach themselves to Jesus. 

Ben Myers



Eternal life is the quality of life we can know 
firsthand—here and now—when we remain 
connected to the Source of all life. 



You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right 
now, Resurrection and Life. The one who believes 
in me, even though he or she dies, will live. And 
everyone who lives believing in me does not 
ultimately die at all. 

John 11:25-26 [MSG]



We think of Eternal Life, if we think of it at all, as 
what happens when life ends. We would do better 
to think of it as what happens when life begins. 

Frederick Buechner



John 11:32-38a
p. 749





John 11:38-44
p. 749



INVITATIONS 
Embrace life eternal (which is Jesus’ life in 
you)



After conversion, you will know that your life is 
not about you; you are about life. You are about 
God. You’re an instance of both the agony and the 
ecstasy of God that is happening inside of you, 
and all you can do is say yes to it. After 
transformation, it’s not about doing it right; it’s 
about being in right relationship. It’s not about 
being correct; it’s about being connected. 

Richard Rohr



INVITATIONS 
Embrace life eternal (which is Jesus’ life in 
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Pledge allegiance to Jesus (again)





INVITATIONS 
Embrace life eternal (which is Jesus’ life in 
you) 
Pledge allegiance to Jesus (again) 
Look for and celebrate resurrection (in your 
own life and that of others)



Mary Oliver, Hurricane


