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I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



Sin (Harmartia) - To miss the 
mark



Righteousness is God’s concern to make 
things right. It involves both judging - 
analyzing what’s wrong or what’s deficient 
or less than perfect - and then actively 
making it right.
John Stackhouse



Romans 1:18-25
page 782



The result is God’s anger, or as many 
translations still have it, ‘wrath’. This does 
not mean that God is malevolent, 
capricious, liable to lose his temper and 
lash out wildly. Quite the reverse. As we 
shall see in chapter 2, God is kind, patient 
and forbearing. But he cares passionately 
about his world, and his human creatures; 
and if there are types of activity which 
deface, damage and destroy the world and 
human beings, God will not let them go on 
for ever.



Rape, murder, torture and economic 
oppression—the list could go on, and 
indeed will go on later in the chapter: God 
hates them all. He is angry about them all. 
Let’s be quite clear: if he were not, he 
would not be a good God.

N.T. Wright



Paul paradoxically reverses the cause and 
consequence: moral perversion is the result 
of God’s wrath, not the reason for it.

Ernst Kasemann



What is sin?  

It is missing the mark of righteousness. But 
it is at its root our rebellion toward our 
Creator and our refusal to worship him and 
give him thanks and instead worship our 
hand-crafted idols. 



What is forgiveness?  

The act of pardoning an offender and, in 
that pardoning, the act of making the rough 
places smooth and the crooked places 
straight. 



Fruit of Sin/Rebellion (Rom 1) Fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal 5)
• Sexual impurity 
• Envy  
• Murder  
• Disputes 
• Deceit 
• Malice 
• Gossipping 
• Slandering 
• Arrogent 
• Proud 
• Inventors of evil 
• Disobedient to parents 
• Unmerciful

• Love 
• Joy 
• Peace 
• Patience 
• Kindness 
• Goodness 
• Faithfulness 
• Gentleness 
• Self-control



We bear the fruit of the power we are 
under. And it all starts with who or what we 
are worshipping. 

What power source are you plugged into?



Who are you 
becoming?


