
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



“Tradition is not the worship of ashes, 
but the preservation of fire.”  
Gustav Mahler



I believe in God, 
the father almighty: 
maker of heaven and earth



And in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only son, our Lord: 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. 



On the third day he rose again  
from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand  
of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge  
the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit: 
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  

AMEN.



“Truly, it is a glorious thing to believe in 
the Holy Spirit!”  

J. I. Packer



“I believe” 



“I believe” 

• I am believing into 
• I am actively trusting 
• I am living in a relation of commitment  

      toward



“believing into” the Holy Spirit









“There is some very fine teaching available 
on the Holy Spirit; and I hope none of you is 
satisfied with it. I hope none of you rests until 
you have felt the Holy Spirit blow through 
your own life, rearranging things, opening 
things up and maybe even setting your own 
head on fire. There is nothing you can do to 
make it happen, as far as I know, except to 
pray “Come, Holy Spirit” every chance you 
get.



If you don’t want anything to change in your 
life, then for heaven’s sake don’t pray that, 
but if you are the type of person who likes to 
stand out on the porch when there is a storm 
moving through so you can feel the power 
that is pushing the trees around, then you are 
probably a good candidate for the Holy 
Spirit prayer.”   

Barbara Brown Taylor



“Come, Holy Spirit.”



Acts 1-2
pages 758-759



“When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and 
it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting.” 

Acts 2:1-2 (Page 758)



“Hongi”



“conspire”



“What happens between us when we come 
together to worship God is that the Holy Spirit 
swoops in and out among us, knitting us 
together through the songs we sing, the prayers 
we pray, the breaths we breathe. It can happen 
with two people and it can happen with two 
thousand people. It can scare us or comfort us, 
confuse us or clarify things for us, but as far as I 
can tell the Holy Spirit never bullies us. We are 
always free to choose whether or how we will 
respond.”   
Barbara Brown Taylor



John 20:19-23
page 756



Pentescost
By Barbara Brown Taylor



“The question for me is whether we still 
believe in a God who acts like that. Do we still 
believe in a God who blows through closed 
doors and sets our heads on fire? Do we still 
believe in a God with power to transform us, 
both as individuals and as a people, or have we 
come to an unspoken agreement that our God 
is pretty old and tired by now, someone to 
whom we may address our prayer requests but 
not anyone we really expect to change our 
lives?”   
Barbara Brown Taylor



Convicts 
Guides 
Regenerates 
Reveals 
Empowers 
Fills 
Calls 
Teaches 
Anoints

Washes 
Renews 
Unifies 
Seals 
Guarantees 
Speaks 
Comforts 
Heals 
Transforms

Cries 
Gives 
Makes 
Reminds 
Moves



“We cannot successfully live the 
Christian life in our own strength; the 
Father has sent the Holy Spirit to 
empower us; we are commanded in 
scripture to ‘be filled with the Holy 
Spirit’.”  

John Wimber



“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about. For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 1: 4-5 



“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about. For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 1: 4-5 



“Do not leave”



“wait”



“There is nothing you can do to make it 
happen, as far as I know, except to pray 
‘Come, Holy Spirit’ every chance you 
get.”

Barbara Brown Taylor



Conviction 
Guidance 
Regeneration 
Revealation 
Empowerment 
Filling 
Calling 
Instruction 
Anointing 

Cleansing 
Renewal 
Unifity 
Comfort 
Healing 
Transformation



“Come, Holy Spirit.”


