
Practice Series

—
Worship



Matthew 28:1–9
page 698



Worship as encounter



Leviticus 26:12
page 87



Revelation 21:1-4
page 872



Matthew 28:8–9
page 698



Practicing lament



You never go away from us, yet we have 
difficulty returning to You. Come, Lord, 
stir us up and call us back. Kindle and 
seize us. Be our fire and our sweetness. 
Let us love. Let us run. 
 
—  
Augustine of Hippo



Psalm 13
page 378



Throughout most of scripture, God 
speaks to us.  
In the psalms, we respond to God.  



We don’t learn the psalms until we’re 
praying them. 
 
—  
Eugene Peterson



QUESTIONING GOD (vv.1-2)



How long, LORD? Will you forget me 
forever? 







How long will you hide your face from 
me? 



Exodus 2:24-25
page 40



How long must I wrestle with my 
thoughts and day after day have sorrow 
in my heart? How long will my enemy 
triumph over me? 



“How long (to sing this song)”… I had 
thought of it as a nagging question, pulling 
at the hem of an invisible deity whose 
presence we glimpse only when we act in 
love. How long hunger? How long hatred? 
How long until creation grows up and the 
chaos of its precocious, hell-bent 
adolescence has been discarded? I thought 
it odd that the vocalizing of such questions 
could bring such comfort – to me, too. 
—  
Bono





How long, O God, will we go on with a mock 
Christianity that takes the tribalism of our 
world for granted? 
 
How long, O God, will we be satisfied with 
the way things are? 
 
How long, O God, will we try to "make some 
difference in the world" while leaving the 
basic patterns of the world unaffected?



How long, O God will we take consolation in 
numbers, buildings, and structures, when 
millions of your children are dying?  
 
How long, O Sovereign Lord, will we remain 
blind to the lessons of history? 

— 
Emmanuel Katongole 
—Emmanuel Katongole 



But Rwanda also brings us to a place of 
hope. Indeed, the only hope for our 
world after Rwanda’s genocide is a new 
kind of Christian identity for the global 
body of Christ―a people on pilgrimage 
together, a mixed group, bearing witness 
to a new identity made possible by the 
Gospel. 
— 
Emmanuel Katongole 
—Emmanuel Katongole 



PETITIONING GOD (vv.3-4)



There is a tendency for us to flee from the 
wild silence and the wild dark, to pack up our 
gods and hunker down behind city walls, to 
turn the gods into idols, to kowtow before 
them and approach their precincts only in 
official robes of office. And when we are in 
the temples, then who will hear the voice 
crying in the wilderness? Who will hear the 
reed shaken by the wind?  
— 
Chet Raymo



When we get our spiritual house in order, 
we'll be dead. This goes on. You arrive at 
enough certainty to be able to make your 
way, but it is making it in darkness. Don't 
expect faith to clear things up for you. It is 
trust, not certainty.  
— 
Flannery O’Connor



TRUSTING GOD (vv.5-6)



I shall look at the world through tears. 
Perhaps I shall see things that dry-eyed I 
could not see.  
— 
Nicholas Wolterstorff, Lament for a Son



To worship God is to risk an intimate 
encounter with Love.  
To worship is to confess that God is God 
and we are not.  
To worship is to lean not on our own 
understanding, but to acknowledge the 
the Architect of our faith in all our 
coming and going.



To worship God is to remember who God 
is and in that light, to be reminded who 
we are.  
To worship God through lament is to join 
the human company of mourners whether 
or not I personally feel the need to 
mourn.  



To worship is to offer our bodies—our 
entire humanity, the whole truth of who 
we are—to be reshaped into a more 
Christlike image.  
To worship is to open to God, regularly, 
often, continually, to allow the River of 
God’s life to flow through us to others.   



The result of worship is our lives infused 
with Divine Life. A community that 
gradually and steadily grows to look 
more like a fruitbasket of the Spirit. One 
that blesses other communities and 
individuals whether they believe or do 
not believe.   


