
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



believe (pistis)  
believe into (pisteuo)



I Believe ≠ 
• I know 
• I am completely certain 
• I am turning a blind eye to reasonable,  

verified facts in order to remain religious



I Believe = 
• I am believing into 
• I am actively trusting 
• I am living in a relation of commitment 

toward 



Familiarity leads to Unfamiliarity leads to 
Contempt leads to Ignorance.



“For I decided to know nothing among  
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”  
 
1 Corinthians 2:2 



1 Corinthians 2:1-10
page 794



“Aslan" said Lucy "you're bigger.”  
"That is because you are older, little one" 
answered he. 
"Not because you are?"  
"I am not. But every year you grow, you will 
find me bigger.” 
 
―  
C.S. Lewis, Prince Caspian 



Hebrews 1:1-4
page 838



“God has not revealed himself in any  
religion, including Christianity. He has  
spoken in his son, Jesus Christ."  
 
Karl Barth



“If what we see in Jesus is God’s own self, 
revealed, then what we are dealing with here 
is a God who is ridiculously indiscriminate 
about choosing friends.  A God who would 
rather die than be in the sin accounting 
business anymore. 



A God who would not lift a finger to 
condemn those who crucified him, but went 
to the depths of Hell rather than be apart 
even from his betrayers. A God unafraid to 
get his hands dirty for the ones he loves. 
This, this is the God who rises to new life 
with dirt still under his nails.”  
 
Nadia Bolz-Weber 



Advocate,  
Author and Finisher, 
Bridegroom,  
Deliverer, 
Redeemer,  
Good Shepherd,  
Great High Priest,  
Messiah,  
Horn of Salvation,  
Great Physician,  



Son of Man,  
Son of God, 
Emmanuel, 
King of Kings, 
Prince of Peace,  
Mediator,  
Second Adam,  
Resurrected Lord,  
Lamb of God,  
Ransom,  



Atoning Sacrifice, 
Victor,  
Bread of Life,  
Chief Cornerstone,  
True Vine, 
Way and the Truth and the Life,  
Alpha and Omega,  
The Prophet who is Priest who is King,  
Jesus, name above all names
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30 Jesus performed many other signs in  
the presence of his disciples, which are  
not recorded in this book. 31 But these are  
written that you may believe that Jesus is  
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
John 20:30-31 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I believe in Jesus…



“Dear Church, 
Dismount your high horse.  
Abandon your thrones. 
Reject your privilege.  
Time to serve. 
To die and resurrect.  
To love the other truthfully. 
The way of Christ is waiting.”  
Carlos Rodriquez



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



“In reciting it each week, we rehearse the 
skeletal structure of the story in which we 
find our identity. Its cadences become part 
of who we are, and they function as rival 
cadences, sometimes doing battle in our 
imagination with the cadences of other 
pledges that would ask for our allegiance 
and loyalty.” 
James K.A. Smith


