
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



Walking Backward into the Future 



“Tradition is not to preserve the ashes but 
to pass on the flame.”  

Gustav Mahler 



“Religion is fire and fire warms, but it also 
burns, and we are the guardians of the 
flame.”
 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 



“If we hand our sons and daughters a  
faith exposed as misogynistic, racist, 
unconcerned about creation and the poor, 
they aren’t wrong to leave it.”  

Jonathan Martin



“Dear Church, 
Dismount your high horse.  
Abandon your thrones. 
Reject your privilege.  
Time to serve. 
To die and resurrect.  
To love the other truthfully. 
The way of Christ is waiting.”  
Carlos Rodriquez







I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



“In reciting it each week, we rehearse the 
skeletal structure of the story in which we 
find our identity. Its cadences become part 
of who we are, and they function as rival 
cadences, sometimes doing battle in our 
imagination with the cadences of other 
pledges that would ask for our allegiance 
and loyalty.” 

James K.A. Smith



Ephesians 4:11-17
p. 815



I believe…



Christianity is a received faith;  
we don't get to make it up.



“Contend for the faith which was for all 
handed down to the saints.”  
 
Jude 1:3



“Tradition means giving votes to the most 
obscure of all classes, our ancestors. It is 
the democracy of the dead. Tradition 
refuses to submit to the small and 
arrogant oligarchy of those who merely 
happen to be walking about.”

G.K. Chesterton



Romans 10:9-10
p. 788



believe (pistis)  
believe into (pisteuo)



Faith / Doubt 
Skepticism / Cynicism 
Certainty / Trust



“If I doubt and yet still commit, then I have 
faith.  My definition of faith is as follows: 
faith is believing and committing to 
something despite uncertainty. Christian 
faith is believing and committing to (living 
out) the core claims of Christianity despite 
uncertainty…



It is not irrational to commit to something 
about which one is uncertain. It is 
irrational to commit only to things in life 
which are certain, since those things are 
just a small slice of life and do not include 
that which is most important.”  

Daniel Taylor



I Believe = 
• I am believing into 
• I am actively trusting 
• I am living in a relation of commitment 

toward 



I Believe ≠ 
• I know 
• I am completely certain 
• I am turning a blind eye to reasonable,  

verified facts in order to remain religious



I believe…


