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“We live in one of the wealthiest economies on 
earth. Yet many of us feel crunched for time, 

stressed in our finances or perplexed about what 
makes life meaningful. Our culture is driven by a 

sense of scarcity, fear and an unquenchable quest 
for more.



“If we don’t make conscious choices to resist 
these impulses, the force of a materialistic and 

consumeristic society will make most of our 
decisions for us. The scripts we’ve inherited 

about material prosperity are wearing us out, 
robbing our joy and destroying the planet.” 

MARK & LISA SCANDRETTE



Imaginative Gridlock



“[Imagination is] the human capacity to 
picture, portray, receive, and practice the 

world in ways other than it appears to be at 
first glance when seen through a dominant, 

habitual, unexamined lens.”  

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN



how do I live free for what matters most?  



Keep your lives free from the love of money 
and be content with what you have, because 
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never 
will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can mere mortals do to me?”  

HEBREWS 13:5-6



“No one can serve two masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.” 

JESUS



“Money is like water. Money flows through all 
our lives, sometimes like a rushing river, and 
sometimes like a trickle. When it is flowing it 

can purify, cleanse, create growth and nourish. 
But when it is blocked or held too long, it can 
grow stagnant and toxic to those withholding 
or hoarding it. Like water, money is a carrier.  
It can be a current or currency of love — a 

conduit for commitment.” 

LYNNE TWIST



“Mammon” derived from amon   
meaning “that in which we trust”



Exercise: The Meaning of Money



Keep your lives free from the love of money 
and be content with what you have, because 
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never 
will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can mere mortals do to me?”  

HEBREWS 13:5-6



“Our enormously productive economy…
demands that we make consumption our way 
of life, that we convert the buying and use of 
goods into rituals, that we seek our spiritual 

satisfaction, our ego satisfaction, in 
consumption…we need things consumed, 

burned up, replaced, and discarded at an ever-
accelerating rate.”  

VICTOR LEBOW





The basic equation for satisfaction:  

whatever the things is + more



“There are two ways to have enough money: 
one is to acquire more;  

the other is to desire less.” 

G.K. CHESTERTON



“I know what it is to be in need, and I know 
what it is to have plenty. I have learned the 

secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 

living in plenty or in want.”  

PHILIPPIANS 4:12



Keep your lives free from the love of money 
and be content with what you have, because 
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never 
will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can mere mortals do to me?”  

HEBREWS 13:5-6



“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
your dominion endures through all 

generations. The LORD is trustworthy in all he 
promises and faithful in all he does. The LORD 

upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are 
bowed down. The eyes of all look to you, and 
you give them their food at the proper time. 

You open your hand and satisfy the desires of 
every living thing.”  

PSALM 145:13-16





Keep your lives free from the love of money 
and be content with what you have, because 
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never 
will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can mere mortals do to me?”  

HEBREWS 13:5-6



“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us…”  

EPHESIANS 3:20



Free: Spending Your Time and Money on What 
Matters Most 

Mark and Lisa Scandrette
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