
Sermon Series

—
The Sermon 
On The Mount



“For years I thought Christianity was fundamentally 
about three things: believing the correct things about 
God, saying a magic prayer to obtain eternal security, 
and not doing any of the fun things your friends are 
doing.” 
 
— 
Aaron Niequist 



Ezekiel 47:1-12 
— 

pg 611



















Revelation 22:1-2 
— 

pg 873



“where the river flows everything will live”



“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends 
toward justice.”  
 
— 
Martin Luther King Jr. 



pond ≠ river 



Matthew 7:24-29 
— 

pg 679



The invitation is participation.





The invitation is not inspiration. 
The invitation is not information.  

The invitation is participation. 
 



“Consider Jesus’ actual model of disciple making. He 
gathered a small band of novices around himself and 
simply lived with them for three years as a master of 
the art of living. He invited twelve novices and a few 
other close friends into the essence of life in the 
kingdom and instructed them to pass on to others 
what they learned.  



Apprenticeship to Christ—both then and now—is not 
learning ‘facts about’ or reciting a magic phrase for 
the forgiveness of sins. It is the experience of 
theology. It is a methodology of transfusion, the 
process of allowing Jesus’ thoughts, emotions, will, 
behavior, and relationship skills to become our own.”  
 
— 
Gary Moon 







VIM 
 

Vision 
Intention 

Means 



“There is a river, whose streams make glad the city  
of God”.  
 
— 
Psalm 46:4 



“I believe that faith might be precisely that ability to 
trust the Big River of God’s providential love, which is 
to trust the visible embodiment (the Son), the flow 
(the Holy Spirit), and the source itself (the Father). 
This is a divine process that we don’t have to change, 
coerce, or improve. We just need to allow it and 
enjoy it. That takes immense confidence, especially 
when we’re hurting. 



 
 
 
Usually, I can feel myself get panicky. Then I want to 
quickly make things right. I lose my ability to be 
present and I go up into my head and start 
obsessing. Soon I tend to be overly focused in my 
head to such a point that I don’t really feel or 
experience things in my heart and body. I’m oriented 
toward goals and making things happen, trying to 
push or even create my own river. 



Faith does not need to push the river precisely 
because it is able to trust that there is a river. The 
river is flowing; we are already in it.”  
 
— 
Richard Rohr 



“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? 
Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover 
your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk 
with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything 
heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me 
and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”  
 
— 
Jesus (Matthew 11:28-30) 



The invitation is participation. 




