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Where

















1. Jesus joins two travelers leaving Jerusalem, 
likely on their way home, who don’t know him; 
and similarly Philip joins another traveler on 
the way home who does not know Philip. 
(Luke 24:15,16; Acts 8:27-28)  

2. Jesus and Philip both engage their fellow 
traveler through a pointed question. (Luke 
24:17; Acts 8:30)  

3. Jesus’ death and resurrection becomes the 
topic they discuss—in each case by means of a 
Christocentric interpretation of the Old 
Testament. (Luke 24:27; Acts 8:35)



4. Both narratives conclude with sacred or even 
sacramental acts—breaking of bread and 
baptism. (Luke 24:30; Acts 8:38)  

5. Jesus and Philip both abruptly vanish from the 
scene and then reappear in another place. 
(Luke 24:31; Acts 8:39-40)  

6. The travelers are deeply affected emotionally 
by the encounter. (Luke 24:32; Acts 8:39)



How might we pay better attention to how God wants 
to be with us on the way—in our in-between and 
liminal spaces? 

Could it be that the Spirit wants to create spaces of 
encounter with each of us much more than we tend 
to notice or recognize? 

What might these “road narratives” suggest about 
how we’re meant to follow Jesus in relating to others 
in their own journeys?



Acts 8:27-28 
page 764



Good News Encounter: 
Who





What is important to note is that, unlike the case in 
the West in the last three centuries, there is no 
evidence in antiquity of widespread prejudice against 
a particular group of people simply because of their 
color, or the combination of their color and 
distinctive ethnic features (hair, facial features, etc.). 

Ben Witherington III





Either God is identified with the oppressed to the 
point that their experience becomes God’s 
experience, or God is a God of racism … The 
blackness of God means that God has made the 
oppressed condition God’s own condition. This is the 
essence of the biblical revelation. By electing Israelite 
slaves as the people of God and by becoming the 
Oppressed One in Jesus Christ, the human race is 
made to understand that God is known where human 
beings experience humiliation and suffering … 
Liberation is not an afterthought, but the very 
essence of divine activity.  

James Cone



Eunuchs handled everything from powerful 
administrative functions and military command to 
cup-bearing and guarding the intimate spaces of 
their masters and mistresses. Cut off from their 
families of origin, raised to see the family of their 
master as their own family, and prevented from 
fathering children of their own, eunuchs owed their 
entire identity, complete loyalty, to their masters. 



Their inability to procreate barred them from 
claiming power in their own name, andalso from 
producing heirs who might challenge the dynastic 
authority of the sacred king or emperor. Their gender 
ambiguity also enabled them to mediate between 
men and women, elite and public, sacred and secular. 
Thus, Kathryn Ringrose has aptly labeled eunuchs 
“perfect servants.” Eunuchs were elite slaves, 
entrusted with any number of important duties, but 
they were also considered luxury items and status 
symbols in the Roman Empire.  

Megan DeFranza



No one whose testicles are crushed or whose penis is 
cut off shall be admitted to the assembly of the Lord.  

Deuteronomy 23:1 (NRSV)



No eunuch is to enter the congregation of God.  

Deuteronomy 23:1 (MSG)



Acts 8:32-33 
page 764



Isaiah 56:3-5 
page 513



Good News Encounter: 
How



Acts 8:29 
page 764



The Spirit is driving the Acts-tion. 

Scott McTaggart?



“Is that God, or my imagination?”





The Posture of a Listener 
—Focused Attention 
—Love-longing



God’s voice rings clearest to a heart-posture of 
devotion, what saints through the ages called 
‘the divine romance.’ If we treat God as an 
impersonal forces to be manipulated (magic) or 
merely as a deeper part of our “self” to be 
discovered (enlightenment), we might access 
some level of psychic power or information, but 
we will not attain God. The heart that knows God 
intimately is the one that loves God deeply and 
thirsts for God’s presence. 

Brad Jersak



The Posture of a Listener 
—Focused Attention 
—Love-longing 
—Humble Waiting



Test the source 
Test the content 
Test the fruit



Acts 8:30-31 
page 764



Acts 8:34-35 
page 764



The eunuch was the starting point 
Jesus was the ending point



In Jesus, we’ve been handed the interpretive key 
to God’s whole revelation. We’ve finally learned 
where the story was always pointing. Equipped 
with this newfound knowledge, we are in a 
position to sort the true trails from the false ones 
and to understand the past details in their proper 
light.



In the Jewish tradition of which Jesus and his 
first disciples were members, the authority of 
Scripture was not treated as flat, equalin all parts. 
The Prophets and wisdom Writings were 
important, but the Torah, the Law (the first five 
books of the Christian Old Testament) was 
viewed as the center of authority. Jesus, for 
Christians, is the new Torah. He is the 
heavyweight who tips every set of scales he 
steps on decisively in his own direction. 
Everything in the Bible either moves toward him 
or flows out of him.



You might say that interpreting the Bible is a 
little like approaching a pile of brightly colored 
Legos. It isn’t immediately obvious how all the 
disconnected pieces fit together…But Jesus is the 
picture on the front of the box that shows us 
what the outcome looks like when we’re putting 
the pieces together as they were designed—
forming, say, a ship instead of a tank, or a T. rex, 
or a helicopter. 

Meghan Larissa Good



The eunuch was the starting point 
Jesus was the ending point 
It sounded like good news



You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.

Acts 1:8



After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes.

Acts 1:9





Table of Contents in Acts 
• Jerusalem (Ch 1-7) 
• Judea and Samaria (Ch 8-12) 
• Ends of the Earth (13-28)



Acts 8 
page 764



Philip went down to a city in Samaria and 
proclaimed the Messiah there.

Acts 8:5



…when they believed Philip as he proclaimed 
the good news of the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women.

Acts 8:12



Simon himself believed and was baptized.

Acts 8:13



Acts 8:14-25 
page 764













Jews do not associate with Samaritans.

Jn 4:9





Sectarianism is belonging gone wrong.

Joseph Liechty and Cecelia Clegg



Belonging is the first word there, and we all wish 
to belong. But it’s the recognition to be slightly 
wary of [some] forms of belonging—to ask, “Are 
there barbed wires at the edges of my form of 
belonging?”
Pádraig Ó Tuama



Luke 9:51-55 
page 724



Jesus + Samaritans 

• Samaritan woman at the well (Jn 4:4-26) 
• Parable of the good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) 
• Jesus heals a Samaritan (Lk 17:11-17) 
• Jesus affirms the Samaritan’s faith (Lk 17:19) 
• Jesus rebukes John (Lk 9:51-55)



Then Peter and John placed their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:17



Simon’s Response 
Acts 8:18-24 (page 764)

















the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them

Acts 8:16 (NIV)



…had not yet fallen upon any of them

Acts 8:16 (ESV)



…had not yet epipeptōkos any of them

Acts 8:16 



epipiptō 

Embrace with Affection 
Aggressively Seize



While [the son] was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him.
Luke 15:20



While [the son] was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, “fell upon the neck of 
him” and kissed him.
Luke 15:20



While [the son] was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, epepesen “upon the 
neck of him” and kissed him.
Luke 15:20



epipiptō 

Big Embrace



God is always looking for me with outstretched 
arms to receive me back and whisper again into 
my ear: “You are my Beloved.” 

Henri Nouwen



God sets His divine seal by this “extra,” “all over 
embrace” in a Holy Spirit outpouring.

Bruce Milne



After they had further proclaimed the word of 
the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and 
John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the 
gospel in many Samaritan villages.
Acts 8:25



Invitation



God’s love—to ourselves and to others—
is always wider than we think.


