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ACTS: 
The Gospel 
of the 
Holy Spirit



You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.

Acts 1:8



After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes.

Acts 1:9
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Acts 8 
page 764



Philip went down to a city in Samaria and 
proclaimed the Messiah there.

Acts 8:5



…when they believed Philip as he proclaimed 
the good news of the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women.

Acts 8:12



Simon himself believed and was baptized.

Acts 8:13



Acts 8:14-25 
page 764













Jews do not associate with Samaritans.

Jn 4:9





Sectarianism is belonging gone wrong.

Joseph Liechty and Cecelia Clegg



Belonging is the first word there, and we all wish 
to belong. But it’s the recognition to be slightly 
wary of [some] forms of belonging—to ask, “Are 
there barbed wires at the edges of my form of 
belonging?”
Pádraig Ó Tuama



Luke 9:51-55 
page 724



Jesus + Samaritans 

• Samaritan woman at the well (Jn 4:4-26) 
• Parable of the good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) 
• Jesus heals a Samaritan (Lk 17:11-17) 
• Jesus affirms the Samaritan’s faith (Lk 17:19) 
• Jesus rebukes John (Lk 9:51-55)



Then Peter and John placed their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:17



Simon’s Response 
Acts 8:18-24 (page 764)

















the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them

Acts 8:16 (NIV)



…had not yet fallen upon any of them

Acts 8:16 (ESV)



…had not yet epipeptōkos any of them

Acts 8:16 



epipiptō 

Embrace with Affection 
Aggressively Seize



While [the son] was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him.
Luke 15:20



While [the son] was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, “fell upon the neck of 
him” and kissed him.
Luke 15:20



While [the son] was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, epepesen “upon the 
neck of him” and kissed him.
Luke 15:20



epipiptō 

Big Embrace



God is always looking for me with outstretched 
arms to receive me back and whisper again into 
my ear: “You are my Beloved.” 

Henri Nouwen



God sets His divine seal by this “extra,” “all over 
embrace” in a Holy Spirit outpouring.

Bruce Milne



After they had further proclaimed the word of 
the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and 
John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the 
gospel in many Samaritan villages.
Acts 8:25



Invitation



God’s love—to ourselves and to others—
is always wider than we think.


