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γένεσις 



genesis 



Genesis 1:1-2 
 
In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters.



“They had sucked in God’s own breath and 
they had been transformed by it. The Holy 
Spirit had entered into them the same way it 
had entered into Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
and for the same reason. It was time for God to 
be born again – not in one body this time but 
in a body of believers who would receive the 
breath of life from their Lord and pass it on, 
using their own bodies to distribute the gift.”  
 
Barbara Brown Taylor



HOLY SPIRIT + EMPTINESS = NEW CREATION



That time the Spirit took up residency in an 
empty womb and brought about newness!



“If I find Him, I will find myself. If I find my 
true self, I will find Him.”  
 
Thomas Merton



Matthew 1:18-25  
Page 675



Matthew 1:18-19 
 
“…she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit.”



Matthew 1:18-19 
 
“…she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit.”

ἐκ

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/inflections.cfm?strongs=G1537&t=KJV&ot=TR&word=%E1%BC%90%CE%BA
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“For centuries now many opponents of 
Christianity, and many devout Christians 
themselves, have felt that these stories are 
embarrassing and unnecessary – and untrue. 
We know (many will say) that miracles don’t 
happen. Remarkable healings, perhaps; there 
are ways of explaining them. But not babies 
born without human fathers. This is straining 
things too far.”  
 
N. T. Wright



embrace mystery



“A faith that rests on knowing, where you have 
to ‘know what you believe’ in order to have 
faith, is disaster upon disaster waiting to 
happen. It values too highly our mental 
abilities. All it takes to ruin that kind of faith is 
a better argument. And there’s always a better 
argument out there somewhere…



…Christian faith is trusting in God, a personal 
being, rather than an abstract force. That’s why 
we often refer to faith in God as having a 
‘relationship’ with God – which sounds like a 
Facebook status update, but it’s true.”  
 
Pete Enns



Transformation is a Virgin Birth





“Almighty, I do not know what needs to be 
birthed in me. I do not even know if I believe 
that you want to. But I open up the deepest 

place in me and ask that you would birth 
transformation in me. Whatever that is. May it 

be done to me according to your word.” 
  

Scott Erickson



“To welcome the Spirit is to say yes to the 
Spirit’s primary work of forming Christ in you, 
even as he did in Mary.”  
  
Nelson J. Boschman



“Let every heart prepare him room”



SPIRIT + EMPTINESS = CREATION



Messiah/Saviour



Where do you need to be saved?



Immanuel




