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Acts 6:1-7 
page 762



Christianity revitalized life in Greco-Roman cities 
by providing new norms and new kinds of social 
relationships able to cope with urgent urban 
problems. To cities filled with the homeless and 
impoverished, Christianity offered charity as well 
as hope. To cities filled with newcomers and 
strangers, Christianity offered an immediate basis 
for attachments. 
N.T. Wright



To cities filled with orphans and widows, 
Christianity provided a new and expanded sense 
of family. To cities torn by violent ethnic strife, 
Christianity offered a new basis for social 
solidarity. And to cities faced with epidemics, 
fires, and earthquakes, Christianity offered 
effective nursing services. 

Rodney Stark



The Problem (6:1)



“complained” = gongysmos



“All the believers were together and had 
everything in common…” 
—Acts 2 

“…they shared everything they had…there 
were no needy persons among them.”  
—Acts 4 



This wasn’t just a primitive form of communism. 
Nor was it a sign (as some have suggested) that 
they thought the world was going to end very 
soon, so they wouldn’t be needing property any 
more. No: it was, rather, a sign that they knew 
they were called to live as a single family. 

N.T. Wright



Whenever even a small number of people try to 
live together, let alone to share resources, 
sometimes even tiny distinctions of background 
and culture can loom very large and have serious 
consequences. 

N.T. Wright



The Problem (6:2-6)



Exodus 18:17b-18 
page 51



There is no hierarchical spirit here. Jesus’ lessons 
on leadership had not been forgotten: ‘The kings 
of the Gentiles lord it over them … but you are 
not to be like that … the one who rules should be 
like the one who serves … I am among you as one 
who serves’ (Luke 22:25–27). What a different 
Christian history we would look back on today 
had that become the charter of the church. There 
are no ‘ordinary’ Christians. The same God is in 
all, and at work through all. 

Bruce Milne



We live in a world in which we need to share 
responsibility. It's easy to say, 'It's not my child, 
not my community, not my world, not my 
problem.' Then there are those who see the need 
and respond. I consider those people my heroes. 

Fred Rogers



When faced with a big situation, we often feel 
like we have nothing to offer. Whether it's the 
monumental need of homelessness or our own 
life's demands, it's easy to feel like we can't even 
begin to address the problem and would be 
foolish to even try. But instead of starting with 
helplessness, what if we start by evaluating what 
we do have? And then maybe even try 
contributing that to the problem? Once a gift is 
shared, its impact can multiply in ways we would 
never have expected beforehand. 

Andrea Loewen



“be right” = aresko: pleasing, agreeable, 
desirable 



God’s desire is that we stick with the priorities 
God has called us to.



Human labour has intrinsic value because in it we 
“image,” or reflect, our Creator. 

Amy Sherman



Redemptive work— God’s saving and reconciling 
actions 
Creative work— God’s fashioning of the physical 
and human world 
Providential work— God’s provision for and 
sustaining of humans and creation  
Justice work— God’s maintenance of justice 
Compassionate work— God’s involvement in 
comforting, healing, guiding and shepherding  
Revelatory work— God’s work to enlighten truth



In all these various ways, God the Father 
continues his creative, sustaining and redeeming 
work through our human labour. This gives our 
work great dignity and purpose. Vocational 
stewardship starts with celebrating the work 
itself and recognizing that God cares about it and 
is accomplishing his purposes through it. 

Amy Sherman



“I see you, and I celebrate the way you image God 
in the world.”



God calls all his people to ministry; he calls 
different people to different ministries; and those 
called to ‘prayer and the ministry of the word’ 
must on no account allow themselves to be 
distracted from their priorities. 

John Stott



But what happens when we live God’s way? He 
brings gifts into our lives, much the same way 
that fruit appears in an orchard—things like 
affection for others, exuberance about life, 
serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with 
things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a 
conviction that a basic holiness permeates things 
and people. We find ourselves involved in loyal 
commitments, not needing to force our way in 
life, able to marshal and direct our energies 
wisely. 

Galatians 5:22-23 (MSG)



All of life is spiritual. You don’t have a spiritual 
life. You are a spiritual life. 

Rob Bell



The Result (6:7)



Making ‘the word of God’ as it were a kind of 
autonomous agent is, if you like, a way of 
keeping the apostles in their place. They are not 
‘growing the church’; God is growing the church, 
and using their ministry of teaching and 
preaching as the primary way of doing so. 

N.T. Wright



Invitations



—How might we learn to see our vocations as 
being an expression of God’s labour?  
—How might I support those called to preach 
and teach by prioritizing that which God has 
called me to do?  
—How might I live with greater openness to the 
Spirit in this season? 


