
Sermon Series

—
ACTS: 
The Gospel 
of the 
Holy Spirit



Translation/Revelation   
what does that text say?  
 
Interpretation   
what does the text mean?  
 
Application   
how do we live the text out?



let’s get back to the early church! 

  



Descriptive ≠ Perscriptive



Acts 5:1-11 
page 761



Questions 
WTF?  
Why so severe? 
Did God kill these people? 
Why did Nelson give me this text?  
Where does one even find a sermon in this? 
Will this change how we will do offerings around 
here? 
 



Cruciform Hermeneutic



Cruciform Hermeneutic

A Cruciform Hermeneutic means then that the cross 
must serve as our interpretive lens whenever and  
wherever we see, or believe we see, God in action. 



Acts 5:1-11 
page 761



Galatians 6:1

“Brothers and Sisters , if anyone is caught in a sin, 
you who live by the Spirit should restore that person 
gently. But watch yourselves or you also may be 
tempted.” 



Matthew 18:15-17 
page 688



Divine Authority



Luke 9:55-56 
page 724



Do you want us to call down fire?



Greek Manuscript: 5,856  
*Earliest manuscript: AD 130  
 
Non-Greek Manuscripts (Armenian, Latin, etc.): 18,130+ 
 
Total New Testament Manuscripts: 23,986



Papyrus 75, the Oldest Surviving  
Fragment from the Gospel of Luke 



But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do 
not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the Son 
of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them.” And they went on to another village.
Luke 9:55-56 (New American Standard Version)

But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then he and his 
disciples went to another village.
Luke 9:55-56 (New International Version) 



Acts 5:1-11 
page 761



Questions of Integrity 
How is my way of living seen in the actions of 
Ananias and Sapphira? 

Are there places in my life right now where  
sin is getting a free pass? 

Am I playing games with God or others? 

What might freedom feel like? 
 



Questions of Ha(s)te 
How is my way of living seen in actions of Peter? 

What kind of reactivity lives in me that is  
going unchecked? Where am I quick to pull the 
condemnation trigger? 

What kinds of fundamentalism flares my anger?      
Is it conservative fundamentalists or progressive 
fundamentalists?  
 



Questions of Mercy 
How is my way of living seen in the actions of 
Jesus? 

Am I grateful that fire has never been called down 
on my head? Where am I gonna take that 
gratitude? 

This week, wow might I embody the gospel 
announcement: There is now no condemnation  
for those in Christ Jesus…? 
 


