
Sermon Series

—
ACTS: 
The Gospel 
of the 
Holy Spirit



“You can’t be that kid standing at the top of the 
waterslide, overthinking it. You have to go down the 
chute.” 

Tina Fey



IMPROV



Basic Rules of Improv: 
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Basic Rules of Improv: 
• Agree 
• Say, “Yes, and…” 
• There are no mistakes, only opportunities



“In improv there are no mistakes, only beautiful 
happy accidents. And many of the world’s greatest 
discoveries have been by accident. I mean, look at 
the Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup, or Botox.” 

Tina Fey







“In full improviser mode, we become better leaders 
and better followers; likewise, we hear things that we 
didn’t hear before because we are listening deeply 
and fully.” 

Kelly Leonard, Tom Yorton



“Yes, And” in Acts



Repentance & Baptism



Reclaiming the meaning of “repent” as a 
grace-infused invitation to change course.



Repent = metanoia 
• Turn  
• Change your mind  
• Redirect your life



Saying “yes, and” to the Spirit of God at 
work in your life, bringing change in you, 

and effecting change through you. 



Be changed. Create change.



“In other words, ‘Repent and be baptized’ is not 
something to cower away from in fear. It’s good 
news. And it must have sounded and felt like good 
news. Why else would 3000 people sign up on the 
spot?” 

Nelson James Boschman



“They had sucked in God’s own breath and they had 
been transformed by it. The Holy Spirit had entered 
into them the same way it had entered into Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and for the same reason. It was time 
for God to be born again – not in one body this time 
but in a body of believers who would receive the 
breath of life from their Lord and pass it on, using their 
own bodies to distribute the gift.”  

Barbara Brown Taylor



“The book of Acts is the story of their adventures, 
which is why I like to think of it as the gospel of the 
Holy Spirit. In the first four books of the New 
Testament, we learn the good news of what God did 
through Jesus Christ. In the book of Acts, we learn the 
good news of what God did through the Holy Spirit, by 
performing artificial resuscitation on a room full of 
well-intentioned bumblers and turning them into a 
force that changed the history of the world.”  

Barbara Brown Taylor



Acts 3 
page 760



“In the name of Jesus”



“And the point which resonates through the narrative 
from now on is this: the name ‘Jesus’ now carries that 
power. Mention his name, and new things will happen. 
This is as true now as ever it was. In this story, it 
turned a disabled man who sat outside the Temple 
into a worshipper who went all the way in.” 

N. T. Wright  



“outside the gate”



“God is on the move, not confined within the 
institution, breaking out into new worlds, leaving 
behind the shrine which had become a place of 
worldly power and resistance to his purposes… The 
good news of Jesus, though beginning in Jerusalem, 
is starting to reach outside to anyone and everyone 
who needs it.” 

N. T. Wright  



Connecting the story of renewal



Acts 3:17-21 
page 760



“Miracles are a retelling in small letters of the very 
same story which is written across the whole world in 
letters too large for some of us to see.” 

C. S. Lewis



So what?



“The question for me is whether we still believe in a 
God who acts like that. Do we still believe in a God 
who blows through closed doors and sets our heads on 
fire? Do we still believe in a God with power to 
transform us, both as individuals and as a people, or 
have we come to an unspoken agreement that our God 
is pretty old and tired by now, someone to whom we 
may address our prayer requests but not anyone we 
really expect to change our lives?”   

Barbara Brown Taylor
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When you say “yes, and” to the Spirit, 
prepared to be confronted with: 

Your own comfort 

Your reputation 

Your beliefs about the supernatural







“Twenty years from now you will be more 
disappointed by the things you didn’t do than 
by the ones you did do. So throw off the 
bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch 
the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. 
Discover.”   

Mark Twain



Prayer: 
“A Porpoise Driven Life”


