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We are shaped every day, whether we know it or 
not, by practices—rituals and liturgies that make 
us who we are. We receive these practices—
which are often rote—not only from the church or 
the Scriptures but from the culture, from the “air 
around us.” Flannery O’Connor once told a young 
friend to “push as hard as the age that pushes 
you.” 
 
Tish Harrison Warren



Acts 2:37-47 
page 759-60



“When the people heard this…”



“When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart…”



Listen, remember, imagine



Acts 2:38-41 
page 759









I’d be rich if I had a dollar for every time I’ve 
heard a Christian whisper in horror about the 
childhood preacher who used the pulpit to 
moralize about movies, playing cards, pianos, 
alcohol, jewelry or the evils of women in pants. 
“Thank goodness we’ve moved past the burden 
of that never-ending guilt,” many have said to 
me. 
 
Meghan Larissa Good



God is kind, but he’s not soft. In kindness he 
takes us firmly by the hand and leads us into a 
radical life-change. 

Romans 2:4b



Repent = metanoia 
• Turn  
• Change your mind  
• Redirect your life



But how do you steer towards Jesus? How does 
he catch you, stop you, and rescue you? Peter 
and the others are quite clear—and the message 
of the Christian gospel fans out from this point to 
all people and all times. You need to turn back. 
But the way to do that is to become part of the 
kingdom-movement that is identified with Jesus, 
part of the people who claim his life, death and 
resurrection as the centre and foundation of their 
own.



You need, in other words, to be baptized, to join the 
company marked out with the sign of the ‘new 
exodus’, coming through the water to leave behind 
slavery and sin and to find the way to freedom and 
life. You need to allow Jesus himself to grasp hold of 
you, to save you from the consequences of the way 
you were going (‘forgiveness of sins’) and to give you 
new energy to go in the right way instead (‘the gift of 
the holy spirit’). To do all that is to ‘turn back’ from the 
way you were going, and to go in the other direction 
instead. That is what is meant by the word ‘repent’. 
 
N.T. Wright



Summary



Acts 2:42-47 
page 759-60









In the beginning, the church was a fellowship of 
men and women who centered their lives on the 
living Christ. They had a personal relationship 
with the Lord. It transformed them and the world 
around them. Then the church moved to Greece, 
where it became a philosophy. Later it moved to 
Rome, where it became an institution. Next it 
moved to Europe, where it became a 
culture. Finally it moved to the United States, 
where it became an enterprise. We’ve got far too 
many churches and so few fellowships. 
 
Richard Halverson



Acts 2:42 
page 759



Four Essential Marks of the 
Church



teaching 
fellowship 
the breaking of bread 
prayer



Our Father in heaven, 
Reveal who you are. 
Set the world right; 
Do what’s best— 
    as above, so below. 
 
Matthew 6:9b, 10



Prayer makes no sense whatever—unless heaven 
and earth are designed to be joined together, 
and we can share in that already. 
 
N.T. Wright



Devotion (proskartereo) 
- to stay by 
- to persist at 
- to remain with 
- to give attention 
- to attach oneself to



Invitation:  
Memory and Imagination



What if God’s work in our past is not a legacy to 
protect so much as a springboard to launch us 
into the continuing story of God? There is 
profound continuation, of course, as we stand on 
the shoulders of giants, building on where we’ve 
been. But there is also wild and uncharted 
territory ahead for every one of us. 
 
Aaron Niequist



What is one practice of memory that can anchor 
you to the great story of God throughout history? 
How can you learn from the wisdom of those who 
swam with God before you?



What is one practice of imagination that will 
open you to the new things God wants to do in 
and through you? How can you clear space and 
make freedom for new life to be born?


