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ACTS: 
The Gospel 
of the 
Holy Spirit









Why Acts? 
Scripture 
Spirit 
Seasons



The Holy Spirit had entered into them the 
same way it had entered into Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, and for the same reason. It 
was time for God to be born again—not in 
one body this time but in a body of believers 
who would receive the breath of life from 
their Lord and pass it on, using their own 
bodies to distribute the gift. 



The book of Acts is the story of their adventures, 
which is why I like to think of it as the gospel of 
the Holy Spirit. In the first four books of the New 
Testament, we learn the good news of what God 
did through Jesus Christ. In the book of Acts, we 
learn the good news of what God did through the 
Holy Spirit, by performing artificial resuscitation 
on a room full of well-intentioned bumblers and 
turning them into a force that changed the 
history of the world. 
 
Barbara Brown Taylor



Why Acts? 
Scripture 
Spirit 
Seasons



Acts 1:1-14 
page 758



Intro to the Acts (vv.1-5)



Who was Luke?  
- a well-traveled retainer of the social elite 
- well educated  
- deeply concerned about religious 

matters within Roman society



He is a cosmopolitan person with a more 
universalistic vision of the potential 
scope of impact of his faith, both up and 
down the social ladder, and also across 
geographical, ethnic, and other social 
boundaries.  
 
Ben Witherington III



Theophilus = lover of God 



Acts 1:1 
page 758



Acts 1:3 
page 758



Acts 1:4-5 
page 758



Commission received (6-8) 
Christ ascended (9-11) 
Committed to prayer (12-14)



Acts 1:6-8 
page 758



Jesus told them, “You don’t get to know 
the time. Timing is the Father’s business.”  
Acts 1:7 [MSG]



Acts 1:8 
page 758



Commission received (6-8)



Witness to the person of Jesus Christ



Acts 4:16-20 
page 760-1





This is a real concern I have: you get Christ-
following 12-steppers, Christ-following 
Muslims ‘cause they’ve met him. Only ‘cause 
they’ve met him. And then you’ve got those 
who can tick off the Creed, but have they met 
Jesus? I know many Christians who are not 
Christ-followers. And one of the ways I know 
that is, when I quote the words of Jesus to 
them, they reject them. I’m like, wait a minute. 



We’ve got this parable in the gospels about 
two sons. The father says, “I want you to go 
out to the field,” and the son says, “I will,” but 
he doesn’t. And then the other says, “Nah I’m 
not going to,” but he does. Which one is the 
Christ-follower? And this is a picture of, let’s 
say, Gandhi.



Gandhi was absolutely not a Christian. He 
never claimed to be a Christian. In fact, he 
specifically said, “I’m not a Christian.” Except 
wait, he picks up and he’s reading the Sermon 
on the Mount—every day, and deliberately 
obeying it. So who’s the follower? The 
peacemaker Hindu or the warmonger 
“Christian”? That’s what that parable is about. 



And so… we need to make sure, somehow, 
that we’re facilitating Christ-following within 
Christianity. And somehow that has to include 
encounter.   
 
Brad Jersak



“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
breathes life into you; and you will embody 
my story in your seeing and your speaking—in 
neighbourhoods, cities, nations, and wherever 
you go.”   
 
Acts 1:8 [NJB]



Acts 1:9-11 
page 758



Christ ascended (9-11)



The ascension of Christ does not lead to the 
absence of Christ, but to his cosmic presence 
everywhere. This is why the risen Christ says, 
“Behold, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” In the Ascension Christ now 
“fills all things everywhere with himself.” 
There is now no place where Christ is not, and 
there is no domain over which Jesus is not 
Lord.   
 
Brian Zahnd



Acts 1:12-14 
page 758



Committed to prayer (12-14)



Another will is greater, wiser and more 
intelligent than my own. So I wait. Waiting 
means that there is Another whom I trust and 
from whom I receive. My will, important and 
essential as it is, finds a Will that is more 
important, more essential. ...in prayer we are 
aware that God is in action and that when the 
circumstances are ready, when others are in 
the right place and when my heart is 
prepared, I will be called into action.



Waiting in prayer is a disciplined refusal to act 
before God acts. Waiting is our participation 
in the process that results in the "time 
fulfilled".   
 
Eugene Peterson


