
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



“Until someone grabs a partner and heads to the 
dance floor, the tango is no more than a list of 
steps on the wall. The same is true of faith. We 
have inherited a sacred pattern, a series of artful 
steps meant to lead us closer to God and each 
other, but until someone finds a partner and 
gives it a try, it is an idea and not a dance." 

Barbara Brown Taylor



“Amen Sunday”



“Amen” 



“Amen” 
• “I agree” 



“Amen” 
• “I agree” 
• “So be it” 



“Amen” 
• “I agree” 
• “So be it” 
• “Truly”



2 Corinthians 1:18-20
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“Whatever God has promised gets stamped with 
the Yes of Jesus. In him, this is what we preach 
and pray, the great Amen, God’s Yes and our Yes 
together, gloriously evident. God affirms us, 
making us a sure thing in Christ, putting his Yes 
within us. By his Spirit he has stamped us with 
his eternal pledge—a sure beginning of what he 
is destined to complete.”

2 Corinthians 1:18-20 (The Message)



“The whole creed is about God’s action, God’s 
agency, God’s initiative. Even at the end, when we 
pronounce the amen, we are drawing not on our 
own resource but God’s. We are participating in the 
action of Jesus, who looks into the face of God and 
sees all God’s ways and works, and says: ‘Yes! 
Amen!’ When we say the creed, we echo his mighty 
and eternal amen with our own small, hopeful 
voices.”

Ben Myers



Collect



O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of 
your people who call upon you, and grant 
that they may know and understand what 
things they ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of 
your people who call upon you, and grant 
that they may know and understand what 
things they ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



The Plan: 
• Summary 
• Sharing 
• Response



“Walking Backward into the Future”



“The 1, 2, 3’s of Theology”



“The Amen is only as good as the attitude. If you 
are trying to finish up quickly so you can check your 
cell phone messages, you are missing the chance to 
spend quiet moments with the giver of life and the 
eternal, which means you may reap continued 
feelings of life racing along without you. So as 
Samuel Beckett admonished us to fail again, and 
fail better, we try to pray again, and pray better, for 
slightly longer and with slightly more honesty, 
breathing more, deeper, and with more attention.” 

Anne Lamott



The Plan: 
• Summary 
• Sharing 
• Response



“I believe”



“In God, the Father Almighty”



“Maker of heaven and earth”



“We serve a Creator God, and this Creator created 
us to also be creative. In the same way that God 
gave Adam the authority to name the animals in 
Genesis 2, God invites his children to co-create 
within God's parameters. We cannot create ex 
nihilo, but we are all artists with a small ‘a’, and we 
are asked to work through our brokenness and 
fears. We are created for love; and love is creative. 
So what would happen if every single person who 
follows this Creator asked the same question ‘What 
do I want to create?’ 



And further, what if we became an ambassador to 
the world to help ask, “What do you want to create, 
and how can I help you?” What if we answered this 
question filled with the Creative, Holy Spirit of God 
every moment that we are awake, and helped 
others to do the same? Would we have a world 
more beautiful, compassionate, caring and daring? 
Would we see our occupations differently? Would 
we see our universities differently? Would we see 
our motherhood, our fatherhood, our brotherhood 
and sisterhood differently?” 
Makoto Fumjimura



“I believe in Jesus, God’s only son, our Lord”



“God has not revealed himself in any religion, 
including Christianity. He has spoken in his son, 
Jesus Christ." 

Karl Barth



Advocate,  
Author and Finisher, 
Bridegroom,  
Deliverer, 
Redeemer,  
Good Shepherd,  
Great High Priest,  
Messiah,  
Horn of Salvation,  
Great Physician,  



Son of Man,  
Son of God, 
Emmanuel, 
King of Kings, 
Prince of Peace,  
Mediator,  
Second Adam,  
Resurrected Lord,  
Lamb of God,  
Ransom,  



Atoning Sacrifice, 
Victor,  
Bread of Life,  
Chief Cornerstone,  
True Vine, 
Way and the Truth and the Life,  
Alpha and Omega,  
The Prophet who is Priest who is King,  
Jesus, name above all names



Jesus is Lord (I am not) 
Jesus is Lord (the Church is not)





“Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit 
born of the virgin, Mary”



“I also understand why believing in the Virgin 
Birth can seem like believing in a fairy tale and not 
anything anyone would believe who actually uses 
human reason and listens to the requisite hours of 
NPR. Yeah, it’s kind of nuts.” 

Nadia Bolz-Weber



“To welcome the Spirit is to say yes to the Spirit’s 
primary work of forming Christ in you, even as he 
did in Mary.” 

Rev. Dr. Nelson James Boschman



“Suffered under Pontius Pilate”



“Power, no matter how well-intentioned, tends to 
cause suffering. Love, being vulnerable, absorbs it. 
In a point of convergence on a hill called Calvary, 
God renounced the one for the sake of the other." 

Philip Yancey



“Was crucified, died, descended into Hell”



Red Christ  
(1922) 
Lovis Corinth



“The cross is both the awful crescendo of human sin 
and the sublime apex of divine grace. The cross is 
beautiful because it is the place where sin as a 
singularity is absorbed, forgiven, and transformed 
into reconciliation.”  

Brian Zahnd



Placing yourself  
beyond the cross 
above the cross 
in the cross



“On the third day He rose again from the dead”



“To believe in Resurrection is to trust in dying.”  

Richard Rohr



“I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I 
am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of 
death and Hades.” 

Jesus (Rev. 1:18)



“He ascended into heaven and is seated at  
the right hand of the Father”



“The ascension of Christ does not lead to the 
absence of Christ, but to his cosmic presence 
everywhere. This is why the risen Christ says, 
“Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” In the Ascension Christ now “fills all 
things everywhere with himself.” There is now no 
place where Christ is not, and there is no domain 
over which Jesus is not Lord.” 

Briand Zahnd



“And He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead”



“Brothers and Sisters, do not slander one another.  
Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges 
him speaks against the law and judges it.  When 
you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but 
sitting in judgment on it.  There is only one 
Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save 
and destroy.  But you – who are you do judge your 
neighbour?” 

James 4:11-12



1. Jesus is Judge (and I’m not, you’re not, 
they’re not, the church is not)  
 
2. Only Jesus holds justice and love 
together in perfect symmetry (full of 
grace and truth) 
 
3. God’s Judgement looks like Jesus (the 
cross is once again our definition)



“I believe in the Holy Spirit”



“There is some very fine teaching available 
on the Holy Spirit; and I hope none of you is 
satisfied with it. I hope none of you rests until 
you have felt the Holy Spirit blow through 
your own life, rearranging things, opening 
things up and maybe even setting your own 
head on fire. There is nothing you can do to 
make it happen, as far as I know, except to 
pray “Come, Holy Spirit” every chance you 
get.



If you don’t want anything to change in your 
life, then for heaven’s sake don’t pray that, 
but if you are the type of person who likes to 
stand out on the porch when there is a storm 
moving through so you can feel the power 
that is pushing the trees around, then you are 
probably a good candidate for the Holy 
Spirit prayer.”   

Barbara Brown Taylor



Convicts 
Guides 
Regenerates 
Reveals 
Empowers 
Fills 
Calls 
Teaches 
Anoints

Washes 
Renews 
Unifies 
Seals 
Guarantees 
Speaks 
Comforts 
Heals 
Transforms

Cries 
Gives 
Makes 
Reminds 
Moves



“The holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints”



“The body of Christ is the most inclusive 
community imaginable because it includes 
not only those who are now living but also 
all believers who have ever lived.”  

Ben Meyers



“The forgiveness of sins”





“If God answered Jesus’ prayer from the cross, 
which we should fervently hope God did—if we 
have indeed been forgiven, then that is the end of 
it—the end of all the blaming, all the scapegoating, 
all the getting even, all the revenge. He died to put 
an end to all of that. He volunteered to be the last 
victim, so that his followers would never make 
victims out of anyone else again. He even gave us 
a prayer to pray if we should ever find our own 
hands hammered down: “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.”
Barbara Brown Taylor



“The resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting”



“If all we get out of Christ is a little 
inspiration for a few short years, we’re a 
pretty sorry lot. But the truth is that 
Christ has been raised up, the first in a long 
legacy of those who are going to leave the 
cemeteries. ”  

1 Corinthians 15:19-20 (The Message)



“Eternal life is the quality of life we can 
know firsthand—here and now—when we 
remain connected to the Source of all life.”  
Big Nelly B



“Amen”



“The book of Revelation goes so far as to 
name him ‘the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness’ (Rev 3:14). In him the amen to God 
has become personified. And so at the end 
of the creed we join our voices to his—what 
else could we do?—and allow ourselves to 
be caught up in Jesus’ own response to God. 
“I believe … Amen!” And all to the glory of 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”  

Ben Myers



The Plan: 
• Summary 
• Sharing 
• Response



“Amen”


