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I plugged it into my guitar pedal setup and I just 
messed around on it…it’s kind of nice to not have 
anybody watch you experiment as you’re 
learning…there’s no preconceived notion about 
what it’s supposed to sound like, or how you’re 
supposed to play it. 

Sharon Van Etten





The Apostles’ Creed as the un-doing of 
preconceived notions





“I believe in the resurrection of the body”



Life is short and then you die.  
And then you rise. 

Sister Helena Burns



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



When we say, “I believe in the resurrection 
of the body,” what are we claiming to 
believe?



1 Corinthians 15:3-8a; 11-20
p. 801



If all we get out of Christ is a little inspiration for a 
few short years, we’re a pretty sorry lot. But the 
truth is that Christ has been raised up, the first in a 
long legacy of those who are going to leave the 
cemeteries. 
1 Corinthians 15:19-20 [MSG]



When we say, “I believe in the resurrection 
of the body,” we affirm the positive value of 
the material.



When we say, “I believe in the resurrection 
of the body,” we are confessing both a 
future hope and a present reality.



The resurrection is not just something that 
happened to Jesus two thousand years ago and 
will happen to each of us some time in the future, 
after we die, when our own bodies will be raised 
to new life. It is that, but it is much more. The 
resurrection is something that buoys up every 
moment of life and every aspect of reality. God is 
always making new life and undergirding it with a 
goodness, graciousness, mercy, and love that, in 
the end, heals all wounds, forgives all sins, and 
brings deadness of all kinds to new life. 
Ron Rolheiser





To say: “Don’t be afraid”, and to mean it, is to say 
that, in the end, the power of goodness is stronger 
than the power of malice, that dead bodies come 
out of graves, that all our mistakes will be 
forgiven, and that all terrors are phantom. 

Ron Rolheiser



1 Corinthians 15:21-22; 35-42a
p. 801-2



1 Corinthians 15:51-52
p. 802



How might we live into resurrection hope 
now? 
—Affirming the material



Human beings may separate things into as many 
piles as we wish—separating spirit from flesh, 
sacred from secular, church from world. But we 
should not be surprised when God does not 
recognize the distinctions we make between the 
two. Earth is so thick with divine possibility that it 
is a wonder we can walk anywhere without 
cracking our shins on altars. 

Barbara Brown Taylor



How might we live into resurrection hope 
now? 
—Affirming the material 
—Caring for our bodies



How might we live into resurrection hope 
now? 
—Affirming the material 
—Caring for our bodies 
—Keep looking to Jesus



Most of all, what we know about Jesus is that he is 
the philanthropos, the lover of humanity. And so 
the life that we await will be a life of love. 

Ben Myers


