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Those who make the profession of Christian faith 
by reciting the creed regularly overcome what 
might be called “the scandal of appearances.” 
They understand that faith is necessarily a matter 
of perceiving the unseen in what can be seen (Heb 
11:1-3), and that not everyone can see what we see 
(or claim to see), and that even we, at times, have 
difficulty seeing what we think we see (or ought 
to see). 
Luke Timothy Johnson



Those who regularly and devoutly recite the 
words of the creed speaking of Father, Son, and 
Spirit are adept at asserting truths that seem 
contradicted by most of the available evidence. 

Luke Timothy Johnson



“I believe in the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints”



Romans 12:3-8
p. 790



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



“I believe in the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints”



Why is the church catholic?



It is a microcosm of human society



Galatians 3:26-28
p. 812



It preaches a catholic message



The message is ‘catholic’ in the way it 
responds to human plight



Romans 12:9-17a
p. 790



It transcends even death



The body of Christ is the most inclusive 
community imaginable because it includes not 
only those who are now living but also all 
believers who have ever lived. 

Ben Myers



Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure 
of all classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy of 
the dead. Tradition refuses to submit to the small 
and arrogant oligarchy of those who merely 
happen to be walking about. 
G.K. Chesterton 



“I believe in a democracy of the dead.”



The good news is directed not primarily to 
individuals but to a community



That is why every division between believers is a 
denial of the gospel. A Christian community is 
catholic to the extent that it is always uniting. 
Wherever we identify a line of division within the 
human family, the risen Jesus calls us to step 
across that line in the power of the Spirit. For 
“there is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.” 
(Eph 4:4–6). 

Ben Myers









Jesus is always being falsely accused, and there is 
never a time when he is not being accused.… He is 
still silent in the face of this and does not answer 
with his own voice. But he makes his defense in 
the lives of his genuine disciples, for their lives cry 
out the real facts and defeat all false charges. 
Origen



To become a Christian is to be included in the circle 
of Jesus’ followers. I am washed with the same bath 
that Jesus and all his followers have had. I get to 
share the same meal that Jesus shared with his 
followers. Four of Jesus’ followers left written records 
of what he said and what he was like, and I get to 
spend my life continually pondering those four 
accounts. I read them not because I am studying 
ideas about Jesus but because I am studying him. I 
want everything in my life, right down to the smallest 
and most disappointing details, to enter somehow 
into communion with the life of Jesus.  



I share the holy bath and the holy meal, and I read 
the holy stories, because I am seeking Jesus. But 
when I do these things I am also seeking myself. I 
want to find myself among the circle of Jesus’ 
followers. I want to be wherever Jesus is—and he is in 
the company of his friends. I want my whole life to be 
“hidden with Christ in God” (Col 3:3). I want my life’s 
small story to be tucked into the folds of Jesus’ story.  



When this happens, my life acquires a meaning 
beyond itself. I begin to see myself as part of a 
great company, an ever-widening circle of people 
who have handed their lives over to the pattern of 
Jesus’ life. This great company of disciples seems 
to speak with one voice, to breathe with one 
Spirit, to cry “Abba, Father!” with one unceasing 
prayer (Rom 8:15–16). 

Ben Myers



How might we believe into this 
part of the creed?



Prioritize Oneness (John 17:20-23) 
Embrace Humility















Prioritize Oneness (John 17:20-23) 
Embrace Humility 
Engage in the Partnership of the 
Generations (Matthew 28:19-20)


