
Practice Series

—
Worship





Practicing the Way of Jesus



Surely God was in this place  
and I did not perceive it?



“Worship is the strategy by which we 
interrupt our preoccupation with ourselves 
and attend to the presence of God.”  
 
—  
Eugene Peterson



“On the whole, I do not find Christians, 
outside of the catacombs, sufficiently 
sensible of conditions. Does anyone have 
the foggiest idea what sort of power we so 
blithely invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no 
one believe a word of it? The churches are 
children playing on the floor with their 
chemistry sets, mixing up a batch  
of TNT to kill a Sunday morning.  



It is madness to wear ladies’ straw hats 
and velvet hats to church; we should all be 
wearing crash helmets. Ushers should 
issue life preservers and signal flares; they 
should lash us to our pews. For the 
sleeping god may wake someday and take 
offense, or the waking god may draw us 
out to where we can never return.”  
—  
Annie Dillard



 
In worship we are being hosted by and we 

are hosting, the presence of God.



Luke 7:36-50
page ???



Do you see this woman?



she bows;  
they recline 

she’s preoccupied by adoration;  
they’re preoccupied by arguments  
 
she disregards decorum for devotion;  
they honour optics for respectability    
 
she extravagantly pours out her love;  
they cautiously measure their theology



if you have been forgiven much you will 
love much.



Revelation + Response



Jesus sees you and welcomes you.  
 
Jesus values the offering you bring.  
 
Jesus prioritizes a hosting of his presence, 
however desperate.  



“To worship is to experience Reality, to 
touch Life. It is to know, to feel, to 
experience the resurrected Christ in the 
midst of the gathered community.”  
 
—  
Richard Foster



Romans 12:1-3
page ???



In view of God’s mercy



What’s happening here?  
In worship we are practicing mercy.  
We are keeping God’s mercy in view.



“mo sheasamh ort lá na choise tinne” 
 
“You are the place where I stand 
on the day when my feet are sore.” 



In Christ, we view God’s mercy in full 
bloom.



John 8:1-11
page ???



In view of God’s mercy…  
see the woman



In view of God’s mercy…  
see the woman 

see the mob



Fundamentalism is not what we believe, it's 
how we hold our beliefs.  
 
 1. Absolutism in Knowledge  
 2. Self-righteous in Spirit  
 3. Combative in Dialogue  
 4. Us vs Them in Orientation  
 5. Demonizing Other Groups  
 6. Policing Ideological Borders  
 7. Using Shame to Control/Ostracize



In view of God’s mercy…  
see the woman 

see the mob 
see Jesus



might we use these stones for  
something else?



“In Christ, a people comes together to live out of 
his fullness, abundance, forgiveness and 
reconciliation in the world. We live this life first 
together and then in the world as a sign of His 
reign over the whole world (1 Cor 15:25). It is a 
witness in essence to what God is doing in the 
whole world in drawing all people to Himself. It is 
a sociality of peace not violence, fullness not 
lack, reconciliation not antagonism,  
forgiveness not revenge, healing not  
destruction.



This is life under His rule. We therefore do not 
participate in antagonisms (the communal 
formation via ideology). We instead enter the 
world to be present, resisting the urge to join the 
world’s ideologies on its terms. We enter the 
world to make space for peace, reconciliation 
and the renewal of all things. We enter the world 
tending to the presence of Christ.” 
 
— 
David Fitch



Prayer 
— 
Soft Eyes, Jonny Baker 
 
may the god who is community 
be with us as we seek to be a community 

may god bless our dreams  
and may god shatter our dreams 

 



 
 
may god help us to be real 
and to find depth in weakness and 
brokenness 

may god help us to face and grow through 
conflict rather than pretend by being nice 

 



may we look at each other through the 
soft eyes of respect and compassion 
rather than the hard eyes of criticism and 
condemnation 

may god help us let go of control 
and the need to fix one another 



may god help us discover we are needy in 
our own souls 
and give attention to our own hearts 

may god grant us the gift of an 
extraordinary love that flows from the 
heart of god  
that covers a multitude of wrongs 


