
Practice Series

—
Worship



“Theology leads to Doxology”











Go deeper



John 4:1–42
page 741-42



“Yet a time is coming and has now come  
when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are 
the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
—  
John 4:23-24 



proskyneō



proskyneō  
worship/adore 

bow down



“doing reverence”







Anthropology of Desire



“We are what we love, and our love is 
shaped, primed, and aimed by liturgical 
practices that take hold of our gut and 
aim our heart to certain ends.”  
 
—  
James K. A. Smith





























ENTERING 
HEARING 

RESPONDING 
SENDING



The Story of Christian Worship







TABERNACLE 
TEMPLE 

SPIRIT & TRUTH



“Your worship must engage your spirit in the 
pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people 
the Father is out looking for: those who are 
simply and honestly themselves before him 
in their worship. God is sheer being itself—
Spirit. Those who worship him must do it out 
of their very being, their spirits, their true 
selves, in adoration.”  
 
—  
John 4:23-24 (The Message)



TABERNACLE 
TEMPLE 

SPIRIT & TRUTH 
THE CROSS



Hebrews 9:11-15



11 But when Christ came as high priest of 
the good things that are now already 
here, he went through the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle that is not made 
with human hands, that is to say, is not a 
part of this creation. 12 He did not enter 
by means of the blood of goats and 
calves; but he entered the Most Holy 
Place once for all by his own blood,  
thus obtaining eternal redemption.



13 The blood of goats and bulls and the 
ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who 
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them 
so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How 
much more, then, will the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself unblemished to God, cleanse  
our consciences from acts that lead  
to death, so that we may serve the  
living God!



15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of 
a new covenant, that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance—now that he has died as a 
ransom to set them free from the sins 
committed under the first covenant. 
 
—  
Hebrews 9:11-15



TABERNACLE 
TEMPLE 

SPIRIT & TRUTH 
THE CROSS 

THE CHURCH



15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise—the fruit of lips that openly 
profess his name. 16 And do not forget to 
do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 
—  
Hebrews 13:15-16



15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise—the fruit of lips that openly 
profess his name. 16 And do not forget to 
do good and to share with others, for 
with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 
—  
Hebrews 13:15-16



37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39 And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.” 
 
—  
Matthew 22:37



“One of the misfortunes in the long 
history of the church is that we have 
mistakenly separated love of God from 
love of neighbor, and – always – they are 
held together in prophetic poetry.” 
 
—  
Walter Brueggemann



John 4:39-42
page 742



Then, leaving her water jar, the woman 
went back to the town and said to the 
people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me 
everything I ever did. Could this be the 
Messiah?” 
 
—  
John 4:28-29



Leave the jar and seek deeper things



“The Spirit, not content to flit around on 
the surface, dives into the depths of 
God.” 
 
—  
1 Corinthians 2:10


