
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



“He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father”





Acts 1:6-11
p. 758





I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



What just happened?



Acts 1:9
p. 758



Heaven in scripture:  
- the life of God 
- the state of humankind (or angels) in 

sharing the life of God  



Sometimes heaven is just a new pair of glasses. 

Anne Lamott



Heaven in scripture:  
- the life of God 
- the state of humankind (or angels) in 

sharing the life of God 
- the sky  



The damage done to our practical faith in Christ 
and in his government-at-hand by confusing 
heaven with a place in distant or outer space, or 
even beyond space, is incalculable. Of course God 
is there too. But instead of heaven and God also 
being always present with us, as Jesus shows 
them to be, we invariably take them to be located 
far away and, most likely, at a much later time—
not here and not now. And we should then be 
surprised to feel ourselves alone? 
Dallas Willard



Why does it matter?



The creed’s statements about the resurrection and 
exaltation of Jesus express the truth about Jesus now. 
They are the premise for the church’s worship and 
practice. If these statements are false, everything that 
the church does “in the name of Jesus” is an empty 
shell, for “Jesus” can refer only to a dead man of the 
distant past, and not a powerful Lord of the present 
whose presence defines our present. When the church 
gathers “in the name of Jesus,” it gathers in the name of 
nothing if Jesus is not Lord. When the church prays and 
heals and prophesies “in the name of Jesus,” it engages 
in self-deception and delusion if Jesus does not now act 
in the world with the very power of the creator. 



But if the creed speaks the truth, then the 
question we put to Jesus is not nearly so 
important as the question Jesus puts to us. If the 
creed speaks the truth, that Jesus now lives at the 
right hand of the Father, then “learning Jesus” is 
not a matter of scholarly enterprise and casual 
reading about a teacher of the past, but a matter 
of obedience to the one who presses upon us at 
every moment, encounters us in the sacraments 
and saints and strangers, and calls us to account. 
Luke Timothy Johnson



Acts 1:6
p. 758



Acts 1:8
p. 758



And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
Joel 2



As God is to Christ, so shall the church be to the 
world–the means of filling the whole cosmos with 
the glory of God. Imagine a four-tiered fountain, if 
you will, in which God’s glory spills over into 
Christ, and Christ’s glory pours into the church, 
and the church’s glory drenches the whole 
universe. 
Barbara Brown Taylor



Ephesians 1:18-23
p. 814





Rachel Held Evans rekindled faith and hope in 
thousands, stood with those who have lost faith 
and hope, listened to their pain, held their hands, 
and guarded their hearts. We honour her ongoing 
life best by staying in the hard conversations, by 
loving our enemies, by speaking up for the 
oppressed, by loving Jesus in the wounded, the 
rejected, the sinners—the holy ones that Jesus 
loves—and by searching for Sunday in this broken, 
beautiful world, trusting in the reality of the Lord’s 
Table. 
Ken Tanner



The ascension of Christ does not lead to the 
absence of Christ, but to his cosmic presence 
everywhere. This is why the risen Christ says, 
“Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” In the Ascension Christ now “fills all 
things everywhere with himself.” There is now no 
place where Christ is not, and there is no domain 
over which Jesus is not Lord. 

Brian Zahnd



How might we live into it?



Dwell in the Story 
Live in community 
Love your neighbour 
Share your money 
Pray 
Come to the Table


