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I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



The first Christians drew a direct 
connection between the death and 
resurrection of Christ, their own conversion, 
and their mission in the world: 

1. Jesus overcomes sin and death 
2. Salvation gets personal 
3. Jesus sends His followers out on mission 



On this mountain the Lord Almighty will 
prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a 
banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and 
the finest of wines. On this mountain he will 
destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; he will 
swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord 
will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will 
remove his people’s disgrace from all the 
earth. The Lord has spoken.

Isaiah 25:6-8



When Jesus saw their faith, he said, 
“Friend, your sins are forgiven.”  

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began thinking to themselves, “Who is this 
fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 

Luke 5:20-21



I am the Living One; I was dead, and now 
look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and Hades.

Revelation 1:18



“On a theological level, salvation is not 
whatever you want to call it, the fulfillment 
of every need or the compensation for 
every lack… Salvation in the Bible is a 
promise that God offers the world on the 
horizon of our expectation of personal and 
universal death. The gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation because it promises to 
break open the vicious cycle of death. 
Death is the power that draws every living 
thing into its circle… 



We can gain the partial salvation we are 
willing to pay for, but none of these 
techniques of salvation can succeed in 
buying off death...  Salvation in the New 
Testament is what God has done to death in 
the resurrection of Jesus. Salvation is what 
happens to you and me and the whole 
world in spite of death… The gospel is the 
announcement that in one person's history 
death is no longer the eschaton, but was 
only the second to last thing. It has now



become past history. Death lies behind 
Jesus, qualifying him to lead the procession 
from death unto new life. Since death is 
what separates persons from God in the 
end, only that power which transcends 
death can liberate humans for eternal life 
with God. This is the meaning of salvation 
in the biblical Christian sense.”
Carl Braaten



Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die; and whoever 
lives by believing in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?”  

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God,who is to 
come into the world.”
John 11:25-27



He told them, “This is what is written: The 
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power 
from on high…



But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Luke 24:46-49 and Acts 1:8



Through His Resurrection: 

1. Jesus overcomes sin and death 

2. Salvation gets personal 

3. Jesus sends His followers out on mission 



If the gospel isn’t transforming you, how do 
you know it will transform anything else? 
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On the third day…


