
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



A faith that rests on knowing, where you have to 
“know what you believe” in order to have faith, is 
disaster upon disaster waiting to happen. It values 
too highly our mental abilities. All it takes to ruin 
that kind of faith is a better argument. And there’s 
always a better argument out there somewhere. 



Christian faith is trusting in God, a personal being, 
rather than an abstract force. That’s why we often 
refer to faith in God as having a “relationship” 
with God—which sounds like a Facebook status 
update, but it’s true. 

Pete Enns



Believing in Jesus is not the same as believing 
things about him…Instead, it is a matter of giving 
our hearts to him, of come hell or high water 
putting our money on him, the way a child 
believes in a mother or a father, the way a mother 
or a father believes in a child. 
Frederick Buechner



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



Luke 1:26-35
p. 714-15



The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
    the power of the Highest hover over you; 
Therefore, the child you bring to birth 
    will be called Holy, Son of God. 

Luke 1:35 [MSG]



I also understand why believing in the Virgin 
Birth can seem like believing in a fairy tale and not 
anything anyone would believe who actually uses 
human reason and listens to the requisite hours of 
NPR. Yeah, it’s kind of nuts. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber



Trying to explain the #virginbirth to my students:  

Student: Did God like put his sperm in Mary? 
Me: I don't think any sperm was involved. 
Student: I don't get it. 
Me: Do you know what the words "immaculate 
conception" mean? 
Student: Like really clean sex? 
Me: Yes. The Cleanest. 





I want to tell you a story because I think it’s more 
helpful. And I think that’s all I can do, all the Bible 
does, and all that you and I need. Having a plot for 
your life is better than having a proof. 

Daniel Taylor



Embrace Mystery 



mysterion. mystery, secret, hidden thing, 
deep truth



Colossians 1:25-27
p. 821



[This iron] has become wholly fire, since nothing 
else is discerned in it except fire; and if anyone 
were to attempt to touch or handle it, he would 
feel the power not of iron but of fire. In this way, 
then, that soul [that is, Jesus’ human soul] which, 
like iron in the fire, was placed in the Word 
forever, in Wisdom forever, in God forever, is God 
in all that it does, feels, and understands. 

Origen of Alexandria



By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God 
has created, people have always been able to see 
what their eyes as such can’t see: eternal power, 
for instance, and the mystery of his divine being. 

Romans 1:20 [MSG]



Luke 1:28-29
p. 714



Powerlessness is our greatest treasure. Don’t try 
to get rid of it. Everything in us wants to get rid of 
it. Grace is sufficient for you, but not something 
you can understand. To be in too big a hurry to 
get over our difficulties is a mistake because you 
don’t know how valuable they are from God’s 
perspective, for without them you might never be 
transformed as deeply and as thoroughly. 
Thomas Keating



Mystery is a truth which lies beyond us. It can be 
entered into, explored, inhabited even; but it can 
never be exhausted or fathomed. Our age dislikes 
intensely the idea of mystery, because it directly 
exposes our limitations. 

Cardinal Basil Hume



Luke 1:34-35
p. 715



Genesis 1:1-2
p. 1



Welcome the Spirit



To welcome the Spirit is to say yes to the Spirit’s 
primary work of forming Christ in you, even as he 
did in Mary. 



preparation 
engaging memory 
cultivating receptivity



“Conceived”



Luke 1:34-38
p. 715



Practice Incarnation



In Jesus, God was once a baby—a baby who 
nestled in a woman’s womb, a baby whose life 
depended on a woman for nourishment, a baby 
who fell asleep on a woman’s chest, a baby whose 
first word could very well have been, 
“mama.” Think about that. God kicking through a 
woman’s pregnant belly, God nursing from a 
woman’s breasts, God furrowing his brow and 
concentrating with all his might to form the word 
“mama,” God releasing a cute baby belly laugh, 
God wailing late into the night.   

Rachel Held Evans



The significance of Mary’s presence in this pivotal 
statement is perhaps the more intriguing. She is, 
after all, one of only three humans mentioned in 
the creed. Besides Jesus, only Mary and Pontius 
Pilate represent the human race, and, as with so 
much in the creed, they do so in mythic and 
balanced fashion. Pilate stands for the world that 
rejects the claims of God and kills God’s 
messenger who bodily bears that claim. Mary 
stands for the world that accepts the claim of God 
and gives birth to the embodiment of God’s 
presence in Jesus the Messiah.   
Luke Timothy Johnson



Poem: The Overshadow  
by Luci Shaw


