
Sermon Series

—
Basic:  
The Apostles’ 
Creed



Psalm 27:4
p. 384



Call           Who is it that you seek? 
Response We seek the Lord our God 

Call          Do you seek him with all your heart? 
Response  Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Call           Do you seek him with all your soul? 
Response  Amen. Lord have mercy.



Call           Do you seek him with all your mind? 
Response  Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Call           Do you seek him with  
                  all your strength? 
Response  Amen. Christ have mercy.



“Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief.”
 
Mark 9 



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated  
at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living  
and the dead.



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
AMEN. 



I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,  
maker of heaven and earth, 

AND IN JESUS CHRIST, GOD’S ONLY SON,  
OUR LORD:  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  



“Maker of heaven and earth” 





“I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.” 

The Apostles’ Creed



Trying to read the account of origins in the Book 
of Genesis as a source for scientific knowledge is 
both bad science and a disastrous 
misunderstanding of Genesis as a literary and 
religious text. Whatever else Genesis might be, it 
is not a scientific tract, not even by ancient 
standards. Only those desperate to save the 
“inerrancy” of the biblical text, and lacking any 
sense of how stories can be true without being 
accurate, will engage in such a dubious misuse of 
intelligence.  
Luke Timothy Johnson



The message of these two chapters is this: “You 
have seen the sea? The sky? The sun, moon, and 
stars? You have watched the birds and the fish? 
You have observed the landscape, the vegetation, 
the animals, the insects, all the big things and 
little things together? You have marveled at the 
wonderful complexity of human beings, with all 
their powers and skills, and the deep feelings of 
fascination, attraction, and affection that men and 
women arouse in each other? Fantastic, isn’t it? 
Well now, meet the one who is behind it all!”  



As if to say: now that you have enjoyed these 
works of art, you must shake hands with the artist; 
since you were thrilled by the music, we will 
introduce you to the composer. It was to show us 
the Creator rather than the creation, and to teach 
us knowledge of God rather than physical science, 
that Genesis 1 and 2, along with such celebrations 
of creation as Psalm 104 and Job 38-41, were 
written.  
J.I. Packer



A Faithful View of God  
A Faithful View of the World  
A Faithful View of Ourselves



A Faithful View of God 



Isaiah 40:21-31
p. 500



A Faithful View of the World 



Marcionism 
Gnosticism



Our failure is not that we chose earth over heaven: 
it is that we fail to see the divine in the earth, 
already active and working, pouring forth grace 
and spilling glory into our lives. Artists, whether 
they are professed believers or not, tap into this 
grace and glory. There is a "terrible beauty" 
operating throughout creation. If Christ 
announced his post-resurrection reality into the 
darkness, even into hell, as the Bible and Christian 
catechism suggests, then, as theologian Abraham 
Kuyper put it, there is not one inch of earth that 
Christ does not call "Mine!”  
Makoto Fujimura



When humans experience something as 
powerful as a forest or a rainbow, it is not 
crazy to assign its existence to a Greater 
Intelligence.  

Anne Lamott



A Faithful View of Ourselves 









You have made us for yourself, O God, and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in 
you.  

St. Augustine





What does it mean to be made in the image of 
God? What does it mean to say that the Garden is 
our place of deepest identity? In part, it is to say 
that wisdom is deep within us, deeper than the 
ignorance of what we have done or become. It is 
to say that the passion of God for what is just and 
right is deep within, deeper than any apathy or 
participation in wrong that has crippled us.   



To be made in the image of God is to say that 
creativity is at the core of our being, deeper than 
any barrenness that has dominated our lives and 
relationships. And above all else, it is to say that 
love and the desire to give ourselves away to one 
another in love is at the heart of who we are, 
deeper than any fear or hatred that holds us 
hostage. Deep within us is a longing for union, for 
our genesis is in the One from whom all things 
have come. Our home is the Garden, and deep 
within us is the yearning to hear its song again.   

John Philip Newell



Invitations



Cultivate wonder and gratitude 
Really value your food 
Don’t be a mindless consumer, be a grateful 
receiver 
Get to know your place



What do you want to make today?



What if our churches asked the same question, 
“What do you want to make today?” What if every 
single person darkening the church door on 
Sunday morning were asked the same question? 
“What do you want to make today?” What if the 
church was ready to respond to the answers given 
with resources and a network of experts? What if?



We serve a Creator God, and this Creator created 
us to also be creative. In the same way that God 
gave Adam the authority to name the animals in 
Genesis 2, God invites his children to co-create 
within God's parameters. We cannot create ex 
nihilo, but we are all artists with a small ‘a’, and we 
are asked to work through our brokenness and 
fears. We are created for love; and love is creative. 
So what would happen if every single person who 
follows this Creator asked the same question 
“What do I want to create?”



And further, what if we became an ambassador to 
the world to help ask, “What do you want to 
create, and how can I help you?” What if we 
answered this question filled with the Creative, 
Holy Spirit of God every moment that we are 
awake, and helped others to do the same? Would 
we have a world more beautiful, compassionate, 
caring and daring? Would we see our occupations 
differently? Would we see our universities 
differently? Would we see our motherhood, our 
fatherhood, our brotherhood and sisterhood 
differently?   
Makoto Fujimura


