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—



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—“When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd 
burst into applause. They had never heard 
teaching like this. It was apparent that he was 
living everything he was saying—quite a contrast 
to their religion teachers! This was the best 
teaching they had ever heard.” 
 
— 
Matthew 7:28-29 (MSG) 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

Sermon Series

—This goes out to those for whom:  
 
Religion is violence backed by divinity. 
 
Religion is a backward step in human evolution.  
 
Religion kills joy. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

Sermon Series

—
Religion is why you can’t talk to your family. 
  
Religion is the state of being hopelessly stuck.  
 
Religion is brainwash. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

Sermon Series

—Religion is the old relative who can’t change his  
mind and won’t change the subject.  
 
Religion is a cage around reason.  
 
Religion is the thorn in the side of common  
sense. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

Sermon Series

—Religion will not house complexity, mystery, the 
unknown or contradiction.  
 
Religion represents death of the imagination, 
invention and seeing yourself in someone else.  
 
Religion is the elaborate disguise for Fear that  
gets him a seat at the table of survival. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious
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—This also goes out to those for whom:  
  
Religion is peace backed by divinity.  
 
Religion is a forward step in human evolution.  
 
Religion gives joy. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

Sermon Series

—Religion is the call to somehow honor and revere 
your family.  
 
Religion sings songs to the silenced and forgotten.  
 
Religion illuminates the invisible threads of  
cosmic connection. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious
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—Religion is the moral memory of humankind.  
 
Religion is an ancient intelligence summoning us  
to choose humility over hubris and love over fear.  
 
Religion dresses the wounds of alienation,  
isolation, oppression, desertion, haste and  
hierarchy. 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—Religion is the lexicon of mystery.  
 
Religion brings the dead back to tell stories.  
 
Religion is the library of love and longing,  
candor and liveliness.

written by David Dark



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—
“Avoid the talk-show religion and the practiced 
confusion of the so-called experts. People caught 
up in a lot of talk can miss the whole point of 
faith.” 
 
— 
1 Timothy 6:20 (MSG) 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—
“Anyone who sets himself up as “religious” by 
talking a good game is self-deceived. This kind 
of religion is hot air and only hot air. Real religion, 
the kind that passes muster before God the 
Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and 
loveless in their plight, and guard against 
corruption from the godless world.”  
 
— 
James 1:26-27 (MSG) 
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Loneliness

























Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—“The words alone, lonely, and loneliness are three 
of the most powerful words in the English 
language… Those words say that we are human; 
they are like the words hunger and thirst. But they 
are not words about the body, they are words 
about the soul.”  
 
— 
Donald Miller 





Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

“Loneliness is the leprosy of the modern world.”  
 
— 
Mother Teresa 





Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—“Loneliness is something that happens to us, but I 
think it is something we can move ourselves out 
of. I think a person who is lonely should dig into a 
community, give himself to a community, humble 
himself before his friends, initiate community, 
teach people to care for each other, love each 
other. Jesus does not want us floating through 
space or sitting in front of our televisions.



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—Jesus wants us interacting, eating together, 
laughing together, praying together. Loneliness is 
something that came with the fall. If loving other 
people is a bit of heaven then certainly isolation is 
a bit of hell, and to that degree, here on earth, we 
decide in which state we would like to live.”  
 
— 
Donald Miller 
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—

Community



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—

“There’s no such thing as a solitary Christian.”  
 
— 
N. T. Wright 



Sermon Series

—
LIfe’s too short to pretend you don’t need 

community



“Our mission: to inspire and nurture the human 
spirit – one person, one                  and one 
neighborhood at a time.”



“When we are fully engaged, we connect with, 
laugh with, and uplift the lives of our [people] – 
even if just for a few moments. Sure, it starts with 
the promise of                                            , but our 
work goes far beyond that. It’s really about human 
connection.”



“When our [people] feel this sense of belonging, 
our              become a haven, a break from the 
worries outside, a place where you can meet with 
friends. It’s about enjoyment at the speed of life – 
sometimes slow and savored, sometimes faster. 
Always full of humanity.”



“When our customers feel this sense of belonging, 
our stores become a haven, a break from the 
worries outside, a place where you can meet with 
friends. It’s about enjoyment at the speed of life – 
sometimes slow and savored, sometimes faster. 
Always full of humanity.”



Sermon Series

—
community 

a unified body of individuals
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—
Interest 
Action 
Place 
Practice 
Circumstance



Sermon Series

—
philoxenia 
koinōnia 
proskartereō



Sermon Series

—

philoxenia



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—

“In years to come, we are going to need many 
small communities which will welcome lost and 
lonely people, offering them a new form of family 
and a sense of belonging. In the past, Christians 
who wanted to follow Jesus opened hospitals and 
schools. Now there are so many of these, Christians 
must commit themselves to the new communities 
of welcome, to live with people who have no other 
family, and to show them that they are loved and 
can grow to greater freedom and that they, in turn, 
can love and give life to others.”  
— 
Jean Vanier 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—
“God sets the lonely in families…” 
 
— 
Psalm 68:6 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—
“A new command I give you: Love one another.  
As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
— 
Jesus (John 13:34-35) 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—“For the early church… [the practice of] 
hospitality both participated in and anticipated 
God’s hospitality. Christians offered hospitality in 
grateful response to God’s generosity and as an 
expression of welcome to Christ ‘who for your 
sake was a stranger’.”  
 
— 
Christine Pohl
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to pretend you’re  
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—
“As we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers.” 
 
— 
Paul (Galatians 6) 



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—

“God calls Christians to practice hospitality in order 
to build loving Christian communities, to build 
nightly table fellowship with fellow image bearers, 
to ease the pain of orphanhood, widowhood, and 
prison… The gospel call that renders strangers into 
neighbors into family of God is all pretty straight 
up when you read the Bible, especially the book of 
Acts. And it requires both hosts and guests – not 
just one or the other – as giving and receiving are 
good and sacred and connect people and 
communities in important ways.”  
— 
Rosaria Butterfield 
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to pretend you’re  
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—

“People are strange when you’re a stranger.”  
 
— 
Jim Morrison 
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—

koinōnia



Sermon Series

—
Acts 2:42-47 

(page 759) 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—
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to koinōnia, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.  
 
— 
Acts 2:42 



Sermon Series

—
koinōnia 
fellowship 

partnership 
sharing 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—
“The process of becoming a community happens 
when the majority of its members make the 
transition from ‘the community for myself’ to 
‘myself for the community.’”   
 
— 
Jean Vanier



Life’s too short 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not religious

—

architectural shift 
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—

Shared life



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—“Groups at Artisan are part of our shared life. 
Groups are the practice of communal existence, in 
all its messiness and imperfection. Groups are the 
intentional movement from independence to 
interdependence. Groups are where we seek to 
become attuned to our deepest desires so they 
can be surrendered to God, and so we can be free 
to spend our lives on behalf of others.



Life’s too short 
to pretend you’re  

not religious

—Groups offer both high support and high 
challenge. Groups exist not as enclaves unto 
themselves, but as micro-communities that 
embody the shalom of Christ in their 
neighbourhoods and seek the flourishing of the 
city.”   
 
— 
Nelson James Boschman
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—
table groups 
neighbourhood groups 
group spiritual direction
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—

proskartereō
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—
“Community is hell.” 
 
— 
Stanley Houerwas
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—“Today, churches have four-week discipleship 
tracks. But after three years, Jesus still had 
disciples utterly denying him & sneaking into 
back-room meetings to sell him for 30 pieces of 
silver. Pastors, be realistic. Saints, commit 
yourselves. Discipleship takes a *long* time.”  
 
— 
Daniel Grothe
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—

The discipline of community



Sermon Series

—
proskartereō 

stay by 
persist at 

remain with 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—
community ideal 
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—
community ideal 
let-down 
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—
community ideal 
let-down 
realism & true commitment
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—

“Many people who have lived together for years 
and whose love for one another has been often 
tested know that community has not resulted 
from the fact that they were able to hold together 
but from the knowledge that they were somehow 
held together by a greater force. We are a 
community not because we happen to like each 
other, or share a common task, but because we 
have somehow been called together by God.”  
 
— 
Jean Vanier
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—

There is a river
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—
We cannot be love for the community without 
being drawn deeper ourselves into God 

We cannot bring change to the world without our 
lives being realigned 

We cannot forgive each other without knowing 
the freedom of forgiveness ourselves. 
 
— 
“The Liturgy after the Liturgy”




