
Sermon Series

—
The Sermon 
On The Mount



“The time has come’, he said.  ‘The kingdom of God 
has come near.  Repent and believe the good news!’ 
 
 
— 
Jesus (Mark 1:15) 







Matthew 6:19-34 
— 
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Treasures



“We always choose what we value most, even when 
our choice does us harm. We won’t change our 
behavior until we first recognize what we value most 
deeply and then honestly face how our passions 
reinforce what we believe. We can change our 
beliefs, but doing so won’t alter our behavior until 
our beliefs transform our values. We can change 
what we do, but the changes won’t last if our values 
and convictions are not transformed. 
 
 



Each of us can begin the process of transformation 
by wrestling with these questions: 
 
What moves me most deeply? 
  
What do I most enjoy doing? 
   
Where do I find the greatest pleasure and joy? 
 
What is it about this activity, idea, or person that  
brings me such a sense of life? 
— 
Dan Allender 



Storing Up









“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what 
the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we 
understand that the universe was formed at God’s 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of 
what was visible.” 
 
 
— 
Hebrews 11:1-3 



You Can’t, Not You Shouldn’t



“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothes?” 



“Anxiety is a barometer of one’s God.”  
 
— 
Scot McKnight 



Merimnao is a compound of two Greek words 
merizo (to distract, to divide, to draw different 
directions) and nous (the mind).



“What the Net seems to be doing is chipping away 
my capacity for concentration and contemplation. 
Whether I’m online or not, my mind now expects to 
take in information the way the Net distributes it: in a 
swiftly moving stream of particles. Once I was a 
scuba diver in the sea of words. Now I zip along the 
surface like a guy on a Jet Ski.”  
 
 
— 
Nicholas Carr, The Shallows 



Attention Economy



“A Netflix poll found that 61 percent defined their 
viewing style as binge watching, which meant two to 
six episodes at a sitting. Grant McCracken, a cultural 
anthropologist paid by Netflix to investigate (and 
promote) the habit, reported that ‘TV viewers are no 
longer zoning out as a way to forget about their day, 
they are tuning in, on their own schedule, to a 
different world. Getting immersed in multiple 
episodes or even multiple seasons of a show over a 
few weeks is a new kind of escapism that is 
especially welcomed today.”  
— 
Tim Wu, The Attention Merchants 



“Narcissism accounts for our heartaches, pragmatism 
for our headaches, and restlessness for our insomnia. 
And constancy of all three together account for the 
fact that we are so habitually self-absorbed by 
heartaches, headaches, and greed for experience 
that we rarely find the time and space to be in touch 
with the deeper movements inside of and around us…
We, for every kind of reason, good and bad, are 
distracting ourselves into spiritual oblivion.



It is not that we have anything against God, depth, 
and spirit, we would like these, it is just that we are 
habitually too preoccupied to have any of these show 
up on our radar screens. We are more busy than bad, 
more distracted than nonspiritual, and more 
interested in the movie theater, the sports stadium, 
and the shopping mall and the fantasy life they 
produce in us that we are in church. Pathological 
busyness, distraction, and restless are major blocks 
today within our spiritual lives.”  
— 
Ron Rolheiser 



See 



“Attention is the beginning of devotion.”  
 
— 
Mary Oliver 



“We must pay careful attention, therefore, to what 
we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”  
 
— 
Hebrews 2:1 



“One of the most important—and most neglected—
elements in the beginnings of the interior life is the 
ability to respond to reality, to see the value and the 
beauty in ordinary things, to come alive to the 
splendor that is all around us.” 
 
— 
Thomas Merton 



oligopistoi  



Savour 



Seek 



What kind of world is this?

A World of  
Abundance 

A World of  
Scarcity 

TWO VISIONS FOR LIFE



Will there be enough?

Yes! No!

It’s on God to provide 
and ensure my safety

It’s on me and the 
world is dangerous 
therefore I must 
control provision 
and safety

TWO VISIONS FOR LIFE



Who is king? Who or what is the  
source of my security and joy?

Jesus Treasures of  
every kind: 
approval 
bit coin 
my sexy body 
my investments 

TWO VISIONS FOR LIFE



What’s it like to live under their rule?

Active 
Trusting

Anxious 
Striving

TWO VISIONS FOR LIFE



Where does this vision for life lead ?

Entitlement & 
Greed 
 
I’m enslaved by fear  
and self-interest

Gratitude & 
Generosity 
 
I’m free to love  
and serve others

TWO VISIONS FOR LIFE



“When our trust is in things that are absolutely 
beyond any risk or threat, and we have learned from 
good sources, including our own experience, that 
those things are there, anxiety is just groundless and 
pointless. It occurs only as a hangover of bad habits 
established when we were trusting things—like 
human approval and wealth—that were certain to let 
us down. Now our strategy should be one of resolute 
rejection of worry, while we concentrate on the 
future in hope and with prayer and on the past with 
thanksgiving.”  
— 
Dallas Willard 



See
Attention over Distraction



See
Attention over Distraction

Savour
Adoration over Disillusionment



See
Attention over Distraction

Savour
Adoration over Disillusionment

Seek
Priority over Passivity



What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, 
to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can 
respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know 
God and the way he works fuss over these things, 
but you know both God and how he works. Steep 
your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-
provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll 
find all your everyday human concerns will be 
met.



Give your entire attention to what God is doing 
right now, and don’t get worked up about what 
may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help 
you deal with whatever hard things come up 
when the time comes.

— 
Jesus (Matthew 6:31-34)


