
Sermon Series

—
The Sermon 
On The Mount



“We today yearn for prayer and hide from prayer.  
We are attracted to it and repelled by it. We believe 
prayer is something we should do, even something 
we want to do, but it seems like a chasm stands 
between us and actually praying. We experience the 
agony of prayerlessness.”  
 
— 
Richard Foster



“Deep down in every human heart there is 
knowledge of God. And deep down in every human 
heart is the desire to communicate with Him.”  
 
— 
Mother Teresa



“At its lowest, prayer is shouting into a void on the 
off-chance there may be someone out there listening. 
At its highest, prayer merges into love, as the 
presence of God becomes so real that we pass 
beyond words and into a sense of his reality, 
generosity, delight and grace.”   
 
— 
N. T. Wright



The Lord’s Prayer



“We never get beyond this prayer; not only is it the 
Lord’s first lesson in praying, it is all the other lessons 
too.”   
 
— 
J. I. Packer





“Teach us to pray.”



Background



“We know from many writings and inscriptions that 
many non-Jews did indeed use multiple formulae in 
their prayers: long, complicated magic words which 
they would repeat over and over in their anxiety to 
persuade some god or goddess to be favourable to 
them. Such prayers are often marked by a note of 
uncertainty. There were many divinities in the ancient 
pagan world, and nobody quite knew which one 
might need pacifying next, or with what formula.” 
    
— 
N. T. Wright



Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts  
as we also have forgiven our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one 
For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.



Script or Framework?























Framework



The Lord’s [framework for] Prayer



Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts  
as we also have forgiven our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one 
For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.



Deeply Communal 
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Nature of Requests 

Compels into Action



“Our Father…”



“Our”



The Community of Prayerful Love













In Curvatus In Se



“Our Father…”





“Our Father in heaven”



Requests



“The picture of prayer that emerges from the life and 
teaching of Jesus in the Gospels is quite clear. 
Basically it is one of asking, requesting things from 
God.”  
    
— 
Dallas Willard



“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.” 
    
— 
Philippians 4:6



Shying away from requests



Can we change God?



Evidence from Scripture



Evidence from Science



“There is nothing automatic about requests. There is 
no ‘silver bullet’ in prayer. Requests may be granted. 
Or they may not. Either way, it will be a for a good 
reason. That is how relationships between persons 
are, or should be.”   
    
— 
Dallas Willard



Re-ordered Requests



Petitions in the Lord’s Prayer (Dallas Willard) 
— 
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Petitions in the Lord’s Prayer (Dallas Willard) 
— 

1. That the name “God” would be regarded with the 
utmost possible respect and endearment. 

2. That his kingdom would fully come on earth 
3. That our needs for today be met today 
4. That our sins be forgiven, not held against us 
5. That we not be permitted to come under trial or 

to have bad things happen to us.



Action



“…And already we may sense, bubbling up out of the 
prayer, the realization that if we truly pray it we 
might also have to do something about it, to become 
part of God’s answer to our own praying.”  
    
— 
N. T. Wright



Joining God in the renewal of all things



“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”   
    
— 
Corrie Ten Boom



Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us today our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts  
as we also have forgiven our debtors 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the evil one 
For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen.




