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“To fail to speak to the utter moral corruption of the 
mass destruction of civilians was to fail as a Christian 
and a priest as I see it… I was there, and I’ll tell you 
that the operational moral atmosphere in the church 
in relation to mass bombing of enemy civilians was 
totally indifferent, silent, and corrupt at best – at 
worst it was religiously supportive of these activities 
by blessing those who did them.



Catholics dropped the A-bomb on top of the largest 
and first Catholic City in Japan. One would have 
thought that I, as a Catholic priest, would have 
spoken out against the atomic bombing of nuns 
(Three orders or Catholic sisters were destroyed in 
Nagasaki that day.) One would have thought that I 
would have suggested that as a minimum standard of 
Catholic morality, Catholics shouldn’t bomb Catholic 
children.



I didn’t. I, like the Catholic pilot of the Nagasaki 
plane, ‘The Great Artiste,’ was heir to a Christianity 
that for seventeen hundred years engaged in 
revenge, murder, torture, the pursuit of power, and 
violence… all in the name of our Lord. I walked 
through the ruins of Nagasaki right after the war and 
visited the place where once stood the Urakami 
Cathedral. I picked up a piece of censer from the 
rubble. 



When I look at it today I pray God forgives us for 
how we have distorted Christ’s teachings and 
destroyed his world by the distortion of that 
teaching. I was the Catholic chaplain who was there 
when this grotesque process that began with 
Constantine reached its lowest point – so far.”  
 
— 
Father George Zbelka



“We've learned to fly the air like birds, we've learned 
to swim the seas like fish, and yet we haven't learned 
to walk the Earth as brothers and sisters.”  
 
— 
Martin Luther King Jr.
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3. Jesus reveals what God’s intent is and how his 

followers are to live



“The three Moral Commands regulate major animal 
drives within us; the three Political Commands 
regulate our relations with major powers around us.”  
 
— 
Fredrick Dale Bruner



Matthew 5:38-48 
— 

pg 678



“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and 
tooth for tooth.”



Lex talionis



23 But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for 
life,24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot 
for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for 
bruise. 
 
— 
Exodus 21:23-25



19 Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured 
in the same manner: 20 fracture for fracture, eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth. The one who has inflicted the 
injury must suffer the same injury. 
 
— 
Leviticus 24:19-20



Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot.  
 
— 
Deuteronomy 19:21



The myth of redemptive violence



“What is wrong with the world is most fundamentally 
that people respond to evil with evil. The iron 
necessity of retaliation intends to preserve human 
society from chaos, but in reality, it guarantees at 
best a continuing chain of evil… At worst, it 
escalates… like pouring oil on fire. Nonretaliation is 
the only way to break the chain of causation.”  
 
— 
John Howard Yoder



“Do not resist an evil person…”



“Do not retaliate revengefully using violence or evil 
means.”  
 
— 
Fredrick Dale Bruner



“Don’t use violence to resist evil.”  
 
— 
N.T. Wright



Romans 12:17-21 
— 

pg 678



“Breaking the chain of evil.”  
 
— 
Leo Tolstoy



When presented with two options, choose the third.



“Jesus offers a new sort of justice, a creative, healing, 
restorative justice. The old justice found in the Bible 
was designed to prevent revenge running away with 
itself. Better an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth 
than an escalating feud with each side going one 
worse than the other. But Jesus goes one better still. 
Better to have no vengeance at all, but rather a 
creative way forward, reflecting the astonishingly 
patient love of God himself.”  
 
— 
N. T. Wright
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Turning the Cheek



“If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them 
the other cheek also.”



Giving the Coat 



“And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, 
hand over your coat as well.” 



“Give him your cloak as well; and, in a world where 
most people only wore those two garments, shame 
him with your impoverished nakedness. This is what 
the rich, powerful and careless are doing. They are 
reducing the poor to a state of shame.”  
 
— 
N. T. Wright



Going the Extra Mile



“If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them 
the other cheek also.”



“Turn the tables on them, advises Jesus. Don’t fret 
and fume and plot revenge. Copy your generous 
God! Go a second mile, and astonish the soldier (and 
perhaps alarm him – what if his commanding officer 
found out?) with the news that there is a different 
way to be human, a way which doesn’t plot revenge, 
which doesn’t join the armed resistance movement, 
but which wins God’s kind of victory over violence 
and injustice.”  
 
— 
N. T. Wright



Enemy Love



“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy.”



“If you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey 
wandering off, be sure to return it. 5 If you see the 
donkey of someone who hates you fallen down under 
its load, do not leave it there; be sure you help them 
with it.” 
 
— 
Exodus 23:4-5



“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against 
anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself. I am the Lord.” 
 
— 
Leviticus 19:18



“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.” 
 
— 
The She-ma



Agape



“A rugged commitment to be with someone as 
someone who is for that person’s good and to love 
them unto God’s formative purpose.”   
 
— 
Scot McKnight



“Love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for 
the loved person's ultimate good as far as it can be 
obtained.”  
 
— 
C. S. Lewis



Neighbour



Reya 

friend, favourite, lover, comrade, companion



Plesion 

near, near by



“The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to 
love our enemies; probably because generally they are 
the same people.” 
 
— 
G. K. Chesterton



“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you.”



“You can safely assume you've created God in your 
own image when it turns out that God hates all the 
same people you do.”  
 
— 
Anne Lamott



Pray



Listening vs. Shouting









“Establish dialogue. When two enemies are talking, 
they’re not fighting.”  
 
— 
Daryl Davis



“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.



 “The Sermon on the Mount isn’t just about us. If it 
was, we might admire it as a fine bit of idealism, but 
we’d then return to our normal lives. It’s about Jesus 
himself. This was the blueprint for his own life. He asks 
nothing of his followers that he hasn’t faced himself…. 
In Jesus we see the Emmanuel, the God-with-us 
person. The Sermon on the Mount isn’t just about how 
to behave. It’s about discovering the living God in the 
loving, and dying, Jesus, and learning to reflect that 
love ourselves into the world that needs it so badly.”  
 
— 
N. T. Wright



Jesus, the fulfillment of the Sermon on the Mount




